CITY OF ALBERT LEA

PLANNING COMMISSION
ADVISORY BOARD
MEETING MINUTES
May 7, 2019 - 5: 30 pm
City

Center— Council Chambers

Members Present
Wyeth Anderson

Larry Baker, Ex- Officio
Colby Cunningham
Rick Mummert, Chair

Members Absent

Brian Hensley
Chuck Paczowski

Tim Samuelson, Vice Chair

Staff in Attendance

Wayne Sorensen, Building/ Zoning Administrator
Cierra Maras, Fire & Inspection Administrative Assistant

Interested Parties

Craig Hoium
Gerry Vogt
Gregory Ebert
Maxwell Mohagen

Planning Commission Chair, Rick Mummert, called the meeting to order at 5: 30 p. m.
Approval of the Agenda

Cunningham made a motion to approve the agenda and Willner seconded the motion. The
agenda was approved unanimously on a voice vote.

Approval of Minutes

Mummert made a motion to approve the minutes from April 2, 2019. Cunningham seconded
the

motion.

The

minutes were approved

unanimously

on a voice vote.

Public Hearings
1.

Consider Amendments to the Conditional Use Permit for the Planned Development
District Wedgewood Cove Estates No. 1 .

Coving Setback Modifications

Staff report and PowerPoint presentation prepared by Wayne Sorensen, Building/ Zoning

Administrator, as well as an audio recording of this meeting become part of these minutes by
reference.

Wedgewood Cove LLC submitted an application for a Conditional Use Permit ( CUP) to
amend

the

development

requirements of

Wedgewood Cove Estates 1"

and 2"d Subdivisions.

The proposed modification is to amend the condition requiring that the front building setback

follow the coving line as provided for in the Development Plan. The front building setback
requirement would then be the 25' setback typically required for the City.
Sorensen reviewed the proposal and noted that conditions have been added to the proposal.

City staff wants to reserve the right to shift the sidewalk outside the right-of-way if needed.
Sorensen discussed the difficulty of accommodating houses on the pie- shaped lots with the
current coving setbacks and topography of the lots.
Mummert opened the public hearing at 5: 45 p. m.

Craig Hoium spoke on behalf of Wedgewood Cove Estates and echoed what Sorensen said
regarding the pie- shaped lots and the coving line. He noted the difficulty in accommodating
a house to fit in those lots with the coving setback and added that there is another challenge

in developing on the lots due to the topography as the lots are graded to accommodate
walk- out basements. Hoium questioned why Lots 17- 20 of Block 10 were not included on the
25' proposed setback.

Sorensen said that the initial discussion with the developer and city staff was that the sidewalk

was already built. He added that the developer could relocate the sidewalk at their own
expense and city staff would likely not have an issue with that.
Hoium said that for Lots 17- 20 of Block 10, including them on the proposed 25' setback

would create more flexibility to develop them as the cove line encroaches quite a ways back
into those lots. Adding that the sidewalk is less than half the distance between the public right
of way.

Sorensen said he would not have an issue including those lots as long as the developer is in
agreement.

Gerry Vogt, developer, said he would be in agreement to move the sidewalk.
Sorensen and members of the Planning Commission discussed and agreed to include Lots
17, 18, 29, and 20 of Block 10 with the proposal.
Mummert

closed

the

public

hearing

at

6: 08 p. m.

Cunningham made a motion, seconded by Willner, to recommend the approval of the CUP
for Wedgewood Cove 1'

and 2nd Subdivisions to amend the setbacks that were a condition of

the originally approved PD development with conditions. The motion passed unanimously on
a voice vote.

2.

City Code Chapter 74 Zoning & Land Use,
Sections 74- 1050, 74- 1095, 74- 253, 74- 293 and 74- 413, paving standards.

An

ordinance

amending the Albert Lea

Current City zoning code requires pavement for parking areas, loading areas and access
drives in all zoning districts per section 74- 1050. Staff is suggesting that paving standards

remain virtually the same as they currently are for all residential districts and most of the
commercial districts. Proposed changes can be found in the packet provided.

Mummert opened the public hearing at 6: 16 p. m. No one chose to speak. After calling for
public comment three times, the public hearing was closed at 6: 17 p. m.

Mummert made a motion, seconded by Willner, to recommend to City Council the approval
of the proposed amendments to paving standards. The motion passed on a 4- 0 voiced vote.

3.

Request from Ebert Construction for the construction of a distribution warehouse in the

Interstate Development District" at 2291 Ross Drive. This request is for site plan
approval.

E&

R Investments, LLC proposes to construct a food distribution operations center at Habben

First Addition, located between Highway 65 and 1- 35. The land will be split creating a 1 . 45
acre parcel for their development. The proposed building is 60x1 10 feet in size on one level
with a partial mezzanine and will include space for an office and storage.

Mummert opened the public hearing at 6: 37 p. m. No one chose to speak. After calling for
public comment three times, the public hearing was closed at 6: 38 p. m.

Cunningham made a motion, seconded by Anderson, to recommend to City Council the
approval of a CUP to construct a food distributions center at 2291 Ross Drive with the

following conditions:
1)

The site shall be developed, used, and maintained in accordance with the General
Development Plan submitted.

2)

A minimum of three equally spaced ornamental trees such as Japanese maple or

similar (or other proposal to address the aesthetics meeting IDD standards) be
established between the structure and Betha Larson Lane.
3)

Landscaping shall be established and maintained in a complete and healthy
condition.

The

motion was passed on a

4- 0

voiced vote.

New Business
None

Old Business
None

Commissioner Communications

Baker said he would like the city to look at buildings being built in industrial parks and IDD
districts within eyeshot of a residential area to require some sort of screening between them
and the residential area. He explained a building off of Margaretha Avenue and the

screening not being in place. He said that he would like to see some language added for
commercial and industrial areas that are close to residential districts have a requirement to
put up some sort of screening.

Sorensen explained that ordinance amendments can be initiated by the Planning Commission

and/ or by City Council. He added that he would like to see members of the Planning
Commission possibly step up and review some amendments to give to city staff to review.

Baker noted he would like to get rid of ordinances that are not being enforced.

Mummert thanked the Planning Commission for coming to the meetings, adding the
importance of having a quorum to keep things moving forward.
Staff Communications
None

Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 6: 51 p. m. The motion to adjourn was made by Cunningham
and seconded by Mummert. The motion to adjourn was approved unanimously on a voice
vote.

Respectfully submitted,
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