CITY OF ALBERT LEA

HERITAGE PRESERVATION COMMISSION
March 11, 2025, 5:30 p.m.
City Center

AGENDA

A. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL

B. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

C. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
1. March 12, 2024

D. PUBLIC HEARINGS
1. Certificate of Appropriateness — 147 Broadway Ave N
2. Certificate of Appropriateness — 232 Washington Ave S

E. NEW BUSINESS
1. Certificates of Appropriateness — Staff Approvals

F. COMMISSIONER COMMUNICATIONS

1. Introduction of Jennifer Levisen

G. STAFF COMMUNICATIONS

H. ADJOURNMENT

Disclaimer: This agenda has been prepared to provide information regarding an upcoming meeting of the Heritage
Preservation Commission of the City of Albert Lea. This document does not claim to be complete and is subject to

change.



MINUTES OF THE ALBERT LEA HERITAGE PRESERVATION COMMISSION

Regular Meeting
March 12, 2024
5:30 pm - City Center

Call to order at 5:30pm by Megan Boeck.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Nic Lang, Linda Bryan, Brad Kirchner, Tarrah Hall-Sather, and

Larry Baker.

MEMBERS ABSENT: Stephanie Kibler, Tom Staker, and Darin Johnson.

STAFF PRESENT: Megan Boeck, City Planner.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
A motion was made by Hall-Sather and second by Bryan to approve the
agenda. Motion carried.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A motion was made by Hall-Sather and second by Bryan to approve the
February 13, 2024 meeting minutes as written. Motion carried.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

1) Certificate of Appropriateness - 123 Broadway Ave §

Kirchner opened the public hearing at 5:38pm.

Boeck stated that the property owners have applied for a COA for storefront
replacement including windows, enfrance doors, and upper floor apartment



windows. The windows would be tempered glass with dark bronze aluminum
finish and aluminum doors with tfransom frames.

Kirchner closed the public hearing at 5:42.

Motion by Lang and second by Hall-Sather to approve a Certificate of
Appropriateness for 123 Broadway Avenue South as applied for including the
upper windows so long as they are double hung.

Motion carried on a 4-0 voice vote.

2) Certificate of Appropriateness — 132 Broadway Ave §

Kirchner opened the public hearing at 5:42pm.

Boeck stated that the property owners have applied for a COA for facade
renovations including removal of aluminum storefront windows to
accommodate an entry door for stairs to the second floor. Facade renovations
include recessed can lighting, dark bronze entry doors and storefront, and new
painted cement board panels with matching trim and brick panels to match
adjacent brick.

Kirchner closed the public hearing at 5:52.

Motion by Kirchner and second by Hall-Sather to approve a Certificate of
Appropriateness for 132 Broadway Avenue South as applied.

Motion carried on a 4-0 voice vote.

NEW BUSINESS
1) Design Guideline Update

Casie Radford and Todd Grover from MacDonald and Mack Architects
presented the commission with the Heritage Preservation Guideline Update
which aims to provide a consistent and clear design standard in addition to a
framework that focuses on retention and preservation.

Radford also stated that the update includes changes that pertain to staff
approvals, the distinction of contributing versus non-contributing properties, and



emphasis on preserving what is current even if it is not original as long as it is
within the period of significance (1874-1953).

Lastly, Radford stated that the updated guidelines address property neglect
and abandonment as well as enforcement of violations which was absent from
the previous guidelines.

Motion by Kirchner and second by Lang to recommend approval of the
updated Heritage Preservation Guidelines as presented. Motion carried.

COMMISSIONER COMMUNICATION
Kirchner reminded the commissioners to reply to staff’'s email with availability so
that a quorum for each meeting can be determined prior to the meeting night.

STAFF COMMUNICATION
None.

ADJOURNMENT
Motion by Kirchner and second by Bryan to adjourn the meeting at 6:3%2pm.
Motion carried.

Megan Boeck, City Planner

Brad Kirchner, Vice-Chair



Community Development
221 East Clark Street

Albert & |
ed L Albert Lea, Minnesota 56007-2496

507-377-4349

TO: Heritage Preservation Commission

FROM: Megan Boeck, City Planner

DATE: March 7, 2025

RE: Certificate of Appropriateness — 147 Broadway Ave N

Background & Proposal

The Marion Ross Theatre, on behalf of the City of Albert Lea, has applied for a Certificate of Appropriateness
to install automatic doors for the exterior and interior front doors (all of which will be ADA compliant) and the
same size and scale as what is currently there. In addition, four controllers will be mounted; one of the
controllers will be mounted on the exterior to the right of the front door on Broadway Avenue, two controllers
will be mounted in the vestibule, and one will be mounted inside the lobby.

Please note, this COA will apply to the automatic doors and the controller mounted on the exterior.

Lastly, due to breaking seals and the need to increase energy efficiency, the City is proposing to replace three
upper windows facing Broadway Avenue with the same size and scale as what is currently there. See attached
elevations.

Heritage Preservation Guidelines state that windows and doors shall remain, be maintained regularly, and be
repaired using the best preservation practices. Anodized, black, or dark bronze aluminum finish are
considered appropriate alternate materials (page 19 of Albert lea Historic District Design Guidelines).

Staff recommends approval of the COA for replacement of four automatic doors, three upper windows, and
one mounted exterior controller.

Attachments

1) Application
2) Elevations

Respectfully submitted,

N Prtk—

Megan Boeck, City Planner

Equal Opportunity Employer



Alberta\

Certificate of Appropriateness

221 E Clark Street
Albert Lea, MN 56007
(507) 377-4349 Office

(507) 377-4362 Fax

mboeck@ci.albertlea.mn.us

DATE RECEIVED

CASE NUMBER

PROPERTY INFORMATION

Property Address

147 N Broadway

Parcel ID Number(s)

34.001.0770

PROPERTY OWNER INFORMATION

Owner Name

City of Albert Lea

Owner Address

221 E Clark Street

Owner Phone

507-377-4330

Owner Email

iInfo@ci.albertlea.mn.us

APPLICANT INFORMATION (if different from above)

Applicant Name

Jeff Johnson

Applicant Address

3495 Coon Rapids, MN 55448

Applicant Phone

763-344-1046

Applicant Email

jeffi@inbylt.com

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Type of Renovations (checkone):| |New Construction/[X]Renovation
Briefly describe the type of renovation or changes being proposed (attach additional pages if necessary):

To make the Marion Ross PAC more accessible, the City would like to install automatic doors for the exterior and interior front doors with 4 door conftrollers mounted,
including one on the exterior to the right of the front door on Broadway Avenue (see photos). (2 controllers will be in the vestibule and 1 in the lobby.) The doors will be
the same size and style as the current doors. To replace windows with breaking seals and to increase energy efficiency, the City would like to replace 3 upper windows
on the front wall facing Broadway Avenue. The fourth window on the south will remain. In short, except for a fresher look, the building facade will look as it does now.

Changes in Signage (check one)

[ INew Sign/[_JRestoration of Existing Sign/[_]Restoration of Historic Sign

Briefly describe the type of sign being proposed (attach graphics/imagery):

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

[ ] Staff Approval Date  / / Signature
[ |HPC Approval Date / /
[ ]Denied Date  / / Comments:




Minor projects or projects that comply with the guidelines can be reviewed by staff. Larger projects will be required to
have a public hearing and receive approval from the Heritage Preservation Commission. Building permits may only be
granted after review has been completed and approved.

Reviews needing approval from the Historic Preservation Commission also require a statutory 10-day public hearing
notice in the official city newspaper. Heritage Preservation Commission meetings typically occur once a month on the
second Tuesday, at 5:30 p.m. at City Center.

OWNER’S STATEMENT

| am the owner of the above described property and | agree to this application. By signing this application, | certify that all fees,
charges, utility bills, taxes, special assessments and other debts or obligations due to the City by me or for this property have been
paid. | further certify that | am in compliance with all ordinance requirements and conditions regarding other City approvals that
have been granted to me for any matter. (If the owner is a corporation or partnership, a resolution authorizing this action on behalf
of the board or partnership must be attached.)

Owner’s Signature Date

APPLICANT’S STATEMENT (if different from above)

This application should be processed in my name, and | am the party whom the City should contact about this application. | have
completed all of the applicable filing requirements and, to the best of my knowledge, the documents and information | have
submitted are true and correct.

Applicant’s Signature Date

Revised 08/28/2024 CKM
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Community Development
221 East Clark Street

J \ Albert Lea, Minnesota 56007-2496
ea A\

507-377-4349

TO:
FROM:
DATE:
RE:

Heritage Preservation Commission

Megan Boeck, City Planner

March 7, 2025

Certificate of Appropriateness — 232 Washington Ave S

Background & Proposal

SWASH 232 LLC is preparing for phased rehabilitation of 232 Washington Ave S starting this coming summer. Below
outlines four different exterior repairs and/or alterations which require a Certificate of Appropriateness.

1.

Window Restoration — East Storefront (Washington Ave) — The applicant proposes replacement of two window
sections flanking each side of the entrance approximately 200" wide by 98” tall (same size as what is currently
there). Materials include tempered glass and an aluminum frame.

Window Restoration and Foundation Repairs — South Elevation (Main Street) — The applicant requested this
portion of the application to be removed from consideration for the Certificate of Appropriateness.

Window and Garage Door Restoration — West Elevation (Alley) — The applicant proposes to remove boarded
up windows on the upper level and restore the original steel T-frame window structures with plate glass panes.
In addition, the applicant proposes to replace the garage door with a similar style matching the neighboring
unit. Lastly, the applicant proposes foundation repairs that include removing paint, grinding and repairing
cracks, skim coating, and sealing the foundation.

Existing Signage — The applicant proposes to remove existing signage except for the shadowbox sign on the
southeast corner. Repairs will be made to the light fixture illuminating the signage. In addition, the sign on the
southwest corner will be replaced to feature the “Hatch” logo.

New Signage — South Elevation — The applicant proposes to construct a 15" wide by 8’ tall sign to cover a
previously bricked over window opening that does not match the buildings original brick work.

Heritage Preservation Guidelines state that windows and doors shall remain, be maintained regularly, and be
repaired using the best preservation practices. Anodized, black, or dark bronze aluminum finish are considered
appropriate alternate materials (page 19 of Albert lea Historic District Design Guidelines).

In addition, guidelines state that proposed new signage should be sized and shaped to be compatible with the historic
district and building and that appropriate sign types must comply with zoning code (page 47). Staff encourages the
applicant to verify zoning calculations prior to creating or ordering new signage.

Staff recommends approval of the COA foritems 1, 3, 4, and 5, and no action on item 2.

Attachments
1) Application
2) COA Request Statement

Respecttully submitted

W

Megan

W Portck—

Boeck, City Planner

Equal Opportunity Employer



Certificate of Appropriateness

.dhe 221 E Clark Street
City f | Albert Lea, MN 56007
£\ 507.377.4349 OFFICE

507.377.4362 FAX
eCI w mboeck@ci.albertlea.mn.us

PROPERTY INFORMATION

Property Address/PID 232 South Washington Ave / R34.001.2530

PROPERTY OWNER INFORMATION

Owner Name SWASH 232 LLC

Owner Address
1126 shore acres drive

Owner Phone
507-383-0280

Owner Email _
RachelABC41@gmail.com

APPLICANT INFORMATION (if different from above)

Applicant Name Sarah Lang (SWASH Owner/Partner)

Applicant Address _
218 S Washington Ave

Applicant Phone 612-710-7550

Applicant Email SeaNic@ymail.com

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Type of Renovations: New Construction/Renovation (circle one)
Briefly describe the type of renovation or changes being proposed (attach additional pages if necessary):

3 Seperate COA requests:Replace/Repair 4 sections of storefront glass on S. Washington, Restoration of foundation and
installation of Windows on South Side(Main ST.), Changing existing signage to new tenant name (The Hatch Makerspace).
See attachments

Changes in Signage: New Sign/Restoration of Existing Sign/Restoration of Historic Sign (circle one)
Replace signage for Litho Print on S.E. corner and Shell Rock on S.W. corner to new tenant
logo

Briefly describe the type of sign being proposed (attach graphics/imagery as necessary):

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

Approved/Denied/Comments:

Any exterior changes in the Historic Preservation District require approval from the Historic Preservation Commission. Most
approvals also require a statutory 10-day public hearing notice in the official city newspaper. Please see the reverse side for
owner/applicant(s) statement and signature.



SeaNic Solutions
232 South Washington Ave /   R34.001.2530

SeaNic Solutions
SWASH 232 LLC

SeaNic Solutions
Sarah Lang (SWASH Owner/Partner)

SeaNic Solutions
218 S Washington Ave

SeaNic Solutions
612-710-7550

SeaNic Solutions
SeaNic@ymail.com

SeaNic Solutions
RachelABC41@gmail.com

SeaNic Solutions
507-383-0280

SeaNic Solutions

SeaNic Solutions

SeaNic Solutions
1126 shore acres drive

SeaNic Solutions
3 Seperate COA requests:Replace/Repair 4 sections of storefront glass on S. Washington, Restoration of foundation and installation of Windows on South Side(Main ST.), Changing existing signage to new tenant name (The Hatch Makerspace). See attachments



SeaNic Solutions
Replace signage for Litho Print on S.E. corner and Shell Rock on S.W. corner to new tenant logo


OWNER'S STATEMENT

| am the owner of the above described property and | agree to this application. By signing this application, | certify that all
fees, charges, utility bills, taxes, special assessments and other debts or obligations due to the City by me or for this property
have been paid. | further certify that | am in compliance with all ordinance requirements and conditions regarding other City
approvals that have been granted to me for any matter.

Saraly Lang 02124125

Owner's Signature Date

APPLICANT'S STATEMENT (if different from above)

This application should be processed in my name, and | am the party whom the City should contact about this application. |
have completed all of the applicable filing requirements and, to the best of my knowledge, the documents and information |
have submitted are true and correct.

Sawroh Long 02/24/25

Applicant’s Signature Date

Albert Lea Variance Application 2 of 4



COA Request for 232 S Washington Ave

SWASH 232 LLC is preparing to begin the rehabilitation of 232 South Washington Ave in the summer of
2025. Formerly home to Litho Printing and originally a Sears department store built in 1946, this historic
building will undergo a phased restoration.

Our goal is to implement sustainable and cost-effective improvements while preserving the building’s historic
integrity. We are working closely with our architectural partners to ensure all modifications respect the
building’s original aesthetics. As part of this process, we are submitting five Certificate of Appropriateness
(COA) requests related to exterior improvements.

1. Window Restoration — East Storefront (Washington Ave)

We request approval to replace the two window sections flanking the entrance, each approximately 200” wide
by 98 tall. These four sections originally consisted of two large 8’ x 8’ plate glass panes separated by a
vertical divider, framed in clear aluminum.

Our proposed improvements include:

e Replacing the existing windows with like-kind materials, incorporating tempered glass for safety and
an extruded aluminum frame.

« Modifying the glass sections so they are divided into four 4’ x 8 panes, consistent with the current
appearance of the rightmost section (as shown in the attached February 2025 photograph).

2. Window Rehabilitation and Foundation Repairs — South Elevation (Main St Side)

This request pertains to the lower level of the building, focusing on window improvements and foundation
repairs.

Background: Originally, the Sears store featured tiered retail windows decreasing in size from west to east,
as seen in historical photographs. Over time, as Main Street’s elevation changed, the south-facing windows
suffered damage from road debris, leading to multiple alterations. Evidence suggests that the window sizes
were altered at least twice since the 1970s.

Proposed Improvements:

e Reopening nine previously boarded-up window openings.

e Installing new windows with clear aluminum frames, matching those on Washington Ave.

e Using light solar-tinted, insulated tempered glass for energy efficiency while maintaining the original
window widths.

e Adjusting the window heights to the 1970s configuration, addressing safety concerns due to the
evolving streetscape.

e Repairing openings with resurfacing concrete to seamlessly blend with the original facade.

Additionally, foundation repairs will include:
e Removing failing paint through sandblasting.
e Grinding and repairing previous cracks.

e Skim-coating and sealing the foundation.

We respectfully request that the committee consider this solution as a balance between historic preservation
and modern sustainability, acknowledging the unavoidable impact of external environmental changes.



3. Window and Garage Door Restoration — West Elevation (Alley Side)

We request approval to:

Remove boarded-up windows on the upper level and restore the original steel T-frame window
structures with plate glass panes. The metal frames will be refinished, and broken panes repaired,
preserving their historic character. Any energy efficiency upgrades will be implemented internally,
ensuring no visible alterations to the exterior.

Restore the garage door on the north opening, replacing it with a style matching the neighboring unit.
Perform foundation repairs using the same method as the South Side.

4. Signage Updates — Replacement of Existing Signs

We seek approval to:

Remove previous tenant signage and install The Hatch logo.

Update the existing lightbox sign on the southeast corner from Litho Printing to The Hatch Logo
(black lettering, green circle, white background).

Replace the Shell Rock aluminum sign on the southwest corner with a like-kind sign featuring The
Hatch logo.

Repair the light fixture illuminating the signage.

5. New Signage — South Elevation Blocked Window

A previously bricked-over window opening on the east corner of the south wall does not match the
building’s original brickwork. We propose constructing a 15* wide by 8 tall sign to cover this inconsistency.
This approach provides a sustainable and visually cohesive solution while enhancing the building’s historic
district presence.
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Community Development
221 East Clark Street

Albert & |
ed L Albert Lea, Minnesota 56007-2496

507-377-4349

TO: Heritage Preservation Commission

FROM: Megan Boeck, City Planner

DATE: March 7, 2025

RE: Certificates of Appropriateness — Staff Approvals

Per the updated Heritage Preservation Guidelines, minor projects or projects that comply with the
guidelines can be reviewed by staff and receive staff approval. Below are the Certificates of
Appropriateness that have be approved by staff to date.

CA2024-006 — 129 Broadway Ave S — Plymouth Shoe Store

Work consists of stucco removal from the rear fagade, crack sealing, and painting.

CA2024-007 — 211 Broadway Ave S — Century Partners
Works consists of storefront decals.

CA2024-008 — 130 Clark St W — Leutholds

Work consists of installing non-illuminated letters on the front and rear of the building.

CA2024-009 - 232 Broadway Ave S — Anna Tobacco and Smoke Shop

Work consists of installing a new entry door.

CA2024-010 — 228 Broadway Ave S — Maricle Martial Arts

Work consists of installing window and wall signage, exteriorly lit.

CA2025-001 — 118 Broadway Ave S — Moms Bread Company
Work consists of replacing the name on the existing sign.

Equal Opportunity Employer
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	Property Address: 147 N Broadway
	Parcel ID Numbers: 34.001.0770
	Owner Name: City of Albert Lea
	Owner Address: 221 E Clark Street
	Owner Phone: 507-377-4330
	Owner Email: info@ci.albertlea.mn.us
	Applicant Name: Jeff Johnson
	Applicant Address: 3495 Coon Rapids, MN 55448
	Applicant Phone: 763-344-1046
	Applicant Email: jeffj@inbylt.com
	New Construction: Off
	Renovation: On
	New Sign: Off
	Restoration of Existing Sign: Off
	Restoration of Historic Sign: Off
	changes proposed: To make the Marion Ross PAC more accessible, the City would like to install automatic doors for the exterior and interior front doors with 4 door controllers mounted, including one on the exterior to the right of the front door on Broadway Avenue (see photos). (2 controllers will be in the vestibule and 1 in the lobby.) The doors will be the same size and style as the current doors. To replace windows with breaking seals and to increase energy efficiency, the City would like to replace 3 upper windows on the front wall facing Broadway Avenue. The fourth window on the south will remain. In short, except for a fresher look, the building facade will look as it does now.
	sign(s) proposed: 
	Owner's Signature: 
	Applicant's Signature: 
	Date: 
	Text2: 


