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BOARD OF APPEALS
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12: 00 pm

Council Chambers

Board Members Present
Rachelle

Bizjak

Colby Cunningham
Steve Guenthner

Craig Hoium, Chair

Board Members Absent

Larry Baker, Ex- Officio
Rich Sydnes

Staff in Attendance

Megan Boeck, City Planner

Interested

Parties

Lynn Kelley
Robert Boelter

Board of Appeals Chair, Craig Hoium, called the meeting to order at 12: 08 p. m.
Approval of the Agenda
Guenthner made a motion to approve the agenda and Cunningham seconded the motion.

The agenda was approved unanimously on a voice vote.

Approval

of Minutes

Guenthner made a motion to approve the minutes from November 24, 2020. Cunningham

seconded the motion. The minutes were approved unanimously on a voice vote.

Staff report prepared by Megan Boeck, City Planner, is to become part of these minutes by
reference.

Appeal: VA2021- 001

Boeck stated that JD Kelley Properties, the owner of 106- 108 North Shore Ave, is seeking a
variance to impervious surface limits to allow for a paved horseshoe shaped driveway that will
surround a water retention basin to eliminate added run off. Boeck also stated that gravel
driveways

are

not

uncommon

in the community

but

are

considered

non- conformities

and

would not be allowed in new construction and that the paved driveway will make it so the
property more- so meets the character of the surrounding area.

Public Hearing opened at 12: 10 p. m.
Lynn Kelley stated that the property is a rental and that the proposed improvements will help
provide more adequate parking areas.

Public Hearing closed at 12: 24 p. m.

Guenthner made a motion, seconded by Bizjak, to recommend to City Council the approval
of a variance to allow an additional 850 sq. ft. of impervious surfaces for a paved horseshoe
shaped driveway with the following conditions:
1.

The paved horse- shoe driveway be graded in such a way that the water runs to the
designed detention basin.

The motion

passed on a 4- 0 voiced vote.

Appeal: VA2021- 002
Boeck stated that Robert Boelter has applied for a variance from the front setback

requirement to allow an accessory structure ( retaining wall) within City Right- of- Way. Boeck
also stated that the property slopes significantly toward Oakwood Drive, which creates
establishing a normal sidewalk, walkway, or approach more difficult and that a number of

properties along Oakwood Drive have constructed similar retaining wall structures that are
close to or within the City Right- of-Way.
Public Hearing opened at 12: 28 p. m.
Robert Boelter stated that the retaining wall he constructed isn' t any different from the others
in the area and that only a portion of the wall sits within the Right- of- Way.
Commissioners questioned Boeck on after the fact permits and fees and also what
repercussions exist if the variance is denied.

Boeck stated that a cease and desist order would be issued and that the structure would have
to be removed.

Public hearing closed at 12: 59 pm.
Guenthner made a motion, seconded by Bizjak, to recommend to City Council the approval
of a variance to allow an additional a variance from the front yard setback requirement to

allow a retaining wall within the City Right- of- Way with the following conditions:
1.

The

Due to positioning within the Right- of-Way, the City can require that the retaining wall
be removed at any time and for any reason.

motion

passed

on

a

3- 1

voiced

vote.

Cunningham

voted

against.

New Business
None

Commissioner Communications
None.

Staff Communications
Boeck informed the Board the Mayor Rasmussen will appoint Jacob Peterson to the Board of

Appeals at the next City Council meeting but that additional members are still needed.
Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 1 : 09 p. m. The motion to adjourn was made by Cunningham
and seconded by Guenthner. The motion to adjourn was approved unanimously on a voice
vote.

Respectfully submitted,
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