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 ALBERT LEA MUNICIPAL AIRPORT (AEL) 

AIRPORT BOARD MEETING 
April 15, 2025 

6:00 P.M. 
 

 

1. Automated Weather Observation System (AWOS) Replacement 

a. Bids opened on March 19, 2025. 

b. Neo Electric low bidder: $117,252 

c. Project is 100% funded by MnDOT. 

d. Estimated Construction Start: July/August 2025 

 

2. Clear Zone Acquisition Plan (CZAP) 

a. MnDOT clear zone policy desires all airport sponsors own the land under each runway end 

clear zone in fee.   

b. For those airports which do not, state funding is limited per the scoring prioritization 

model. 

c. Airports can submit an exemption request to the policy from the state. 

d. CZAP submitted to MnDOT on April 9, 2025. 

 

3. State FY 2025 Equipment Grant 

a. City applied for state funding for a mower attachment to the proposed loader acquisition.  

b. MnDOT awarded funding for the mower attachment. 

c. Mower cost $46,915.47 with state share $32,840.83 and local share $14,074.64. 

 

4. 2025 Snow Removal Equipment Project 

a. Acquire a tractor with loader attachment. 

b. FAA requires SRE projects be let for bids and meet Buy America requirements. 

c. Estimated project cost:   $450,000 

i. FAA Share 95%  $380,000 

ii. State Share 2.5% $  10,000 

iii. Local Share 2.5% $  10,000 

d. Project Schedule: 

i. City Council Bid Authorization:   March 10, 2025 

ii. Contractor Quotes Deadline:   April 9, 2025 

iii. City Council Low Bid Authorization:  April 14, 2025 

 

5. Capital Improvement Plan 

a. Attached is the draft CIP. 

b. State FY 2026 applications due later this month. 
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Contact:  Chris Gardner       

    email: christopher.gardner@bolton-menk.com   

    phone: (507) 327-2243     



ABSTRACT
AWOS Replacement  Albert Lea Municipal Airport

City of Albert Lea, MN

BMI Project No. 0T5.132405

Bid Date: 03/19/2025 11:30 AM CDT

Section Title Line Item Item Code Item Description UofM Quantity Unit Price Extension Unit Price Extension Unit Price Extension Unit Price Extension

1 2022 MOBILIZATION LUMP SUM 1 $10,000.00 $10,000.00 $10,000.00 $10,000.00 $23,900.00 $23,900.00 $12,000.00 $12,000.00

2 2106 COMMON EXCAVATION CU YD 84 $25.00 $2,100.00 $75.00 $6,300.00 $30.00 $2,520.00 $20.00 $1,680.00

3 2109 GEOTEXTILE FABRIC SQ YD 75 $11.00 $825.00 $78.00 $5,850.00 $20.00 $1,500.00 $40.00 $3,000.00

4 2212 AGGREGATE BASE, CL 5 CU YD 70 $75.00 $5,250.00 $55.00 $3,850.00 $40.00 $2,800.00 $60.00 $4,200.00

5 2576 2"-3" LANDSCAPING ROCK CU YD 16 $150.00 $2,400.00 $140.00 $2,240.00 $100.00 $1,600.00 $100.00 $1,600.00

6 2434 REMOVE EXISTING AWOS EQUIPMENT AND FOUNDATIONS LUMP SUM 1 $7,000.00 $7,000.00 $6,500.00 $6,500.00 $10,000.00 $10,000.00 $25,000.00 $25,000.00

7 2302 TOWER FOUNDATION LUMP SUM 1 $9,000.00 $9,000.00 $12,600.00 $12,600.00 $12,800.00 $12,800.00 $37,690.00 $37,690.00

8 2302 SENSOR FOUNDATIONS LUMP SUM 1 $11,000.00 $11,000.00 $42,500.00 $42,500.00 $13,800.00 $13,800.00 $4,200.00 $4,200.00

9 2302 SENSOR PADS LUMP SUM 1 $25,000.00 $25,000.00 $6,500.00 $6,500.00 $17,000.00 $17,000.00 $17,700.00 $17,700.00

10 3812 CONNECT TO EXISTING ELECTRICAL SERVICE LUMP SUM 1 $7,500.00 $7,500.00 $7,162.00 $7,162.00 $13,250.00 $13,250.00 $36,000.00 $36,000.00

11 2574 SILT FENCE, TYPE MS LIN FT 250 $10.00 $2,500.00 $5.00 $1,250.00 $7.00 $1,750.00 $2.00 $500.00

12 2576 SITE RESTORATION LUMP SUM 1 $5,000.00 $5,000.00 $2,500.00 $2,500.00 $9,000.00 $9,000.00 $6,500.00 $6,500.00

13 1603 MATERIALS TESTING LUMP SUM 1 $10,000.00 $10,000.00 $10,000.00 $10,000.00 $10,000.00 $10,000.00 $10,000.00 $10,000.00

Base Bid Total: $97,575.00 $117,252.00 $119,920.00 $160,070.00

Engineer Estimate Neo Electrical Solutions Helmin Construction, Inc. Vinco, Inc
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MEMORANDUM 

Date:   April 9, 2025 

To:   Brian McMahon  

MnDOT Office of Aeronau�cs 

From:   Jus�n Vossen 

Subject:  Albert Lea Municipal Airport (AEL) Clear Zone Acquisi�on Plan (CZAP) 

For the protec�on of people and property near airports, as well as pilots and passengers in the air, the 

Minnesota Department of Transporta�on (MnDOT) has established the runway clear zone. These are 

trapezoidal shaped areas, bounded by the FAR Part 77 Approach Surface, and extending out from the 

FAR Part 77 Primary Surface. As such, they begin 200 feet beyond the end of each paved runway, and at 

the threshold for each turf runway. The clear zone should be free of any and all obstruc�ons, buildings, 

or structures.  

MnDOT policy requires airport sponsors to control the land within the clear zone in fee or easement. For 

those airport sponsors which do not, state funding may be limited. Understanding that fee acquisi�on 

may not be possible for every parcel of land within a clear zone, MnDOT’s 2022 MnSASP Clear Zone 

Guidance Statement provides a process for exemp�ons through the development of a Clear Zone 

Acquisi�on Plan (CZAP). Poten�al reasons for this include undue cost burden in fee simple acquisi�on, 

terrain considera�ons, land lines, land severability, and uneconomic remnant acquisi�on. 

On the MnDOT Aeronau�cs Statewide Avia�on System Plan (MnSASP) website, AEL was iden�fied as 

having par�al ownership of the Runway 17/35 and 5/23 clear zones. Runway 17/35 at the Albert Lea 

Municipal Airport is paved and measures 5,000 feet long by 100 feet wide. Runway 5/23 measures 2,898 

feet long by 75 feet wide. All roads surrounding the airport have existed in their current alignments since 

prior to the construc�on of the airport. MnDOT airport safety zoning, adopted in April 2013, prohibits 

the construc�on of buildings, structures, above-ground structural hazards, and an assembly of people 

within the clear zones. 

The layout a=ached to this memo shows a map of each runway clear zone, airport fee ownership, areas 

of clear zone easement control, and those areas within each clear zone not controlled through fee or 

easement. 

Clear Zone Ownership and Process 

Runway 17 

The Runway 17 clear zone is par�ally controlled by the airport sponsor in fee. Parcels 1 and 2 lie within 

airport fee property. A por�on of the Right-of-Way (ROW) for East Plaza Street traverses parcel 1 and the 

clear zone. This ROW has already been relocated north of its original alignment just off the end of 

Runway 17 to accommodate a previous extension of the runway. This road only serves a few businesses 

west of the airport. A sec�on of the ROW for Interstate 90 (8.31 acres) intersects with a por�on of the 

Runway 17 clear zone. This ROW is owned by MnDOT and would require an exceedingly expensive 



 

reloca�on project to move outside of the Runway 17 clear zone. As this area is highway ROW, structures 

cannot be constructed to disrupt the clear zone. Due to the large cost of realigning the exis�ng interstate 

highway and its con�nued control by MnDOT, this ROW will not be pursued for acquisi�on. 

Please see the included property table and map highligh�ng those parcels outside of airport fee property 

for the following proposed CZAP ac�ons. 

• Parcels 3 and 4 – These parcels (15.70 acres and 2.54 acres, respec�vely) contain no exis�ng 

structures. Exis�ng land use is agricultural, having been so since prior to the construc�on of the 

airport, and is expected to remain so for the foreseeable future. In addi�on, the terrain slopes 

and undulates off the end of Runway 17, and these parcels lie about 20 feet below the runway 

end, making any use of the land other than agricultural, unlikely. 

The parcels are not easily severable from the surrounding land, and uneconomic remnants 

would remain. If these parcels were to be purchased, it would likely require purchasing 

addi�onal land outside of the clear zone. This would significantly increase the expense required 

(note: the es�mated land acquisi�on costs in the a=ached property table account for only land 

within the clear zones). Importantly, MnDOT safety zoning exists over this clear zone, prohibi�ng 

the construc�on of buildings or structures. 

Due to the large cost required to obtain these parcels, the protec�on of MnDOT safety zoning 

over the en�rety of the clear zone, and terrain sloping that favors con�nuing agricultural 

produc�on, these parcels will not be pursued for acquisi�on.  

• Parcel 5 – This parcel (0.001 acres) contains no exis�ng structures. As the parcel is extremely 

small it highly unlikely that any structures could be constructed here. In addi�on, that parcel, 

and surrounding land, serves as drainage along that por�on of the interstate. It is also protected 

by MnDOT safety zoning. Due to the extremely small size of the parcel, its posi�on on the 

extreme edge of the clear zone, and the protec�on of MnDOT safety zoning over the en�rety of 

the clear zone, it will not be pursued for acquisi�on. 

Runway 23 

The Runway 23 clear zone is almost en�rely controlled by the airport sponsor in fee, with the excep�on 

of a small sec�on of ROW for E Plaza St. This ROW is owned by the City of Albert Lea and was recently 

relocated further south for be=er alignment with the ROW for I90. Reloca�ng the ROW again to the 

north, outside the clear zone, would require an expensive reloca�on project and reintroduce conflict 

between E Plaza St and the I90 intersec�on. As this area is road ROW, structures cannot be constructed 

to disrupt the clear zone. Due to the large cost of realigning the exis�ng road and its con�nued control 

by the city, this area will not be pursued for acquisi�on. 

Runway 35 

The Runway 35 clear zone is par�ally controlled by the airport sponsor in fee. Parcel 7 lies within airport 

fee property. Parcels 8 and 12 are owned by the airport sponsor, the City of Albert Lea. In the best 



 

interest of the airport, it is an�cipated that the airport sponsor will con�nue to maintain these parcels 

free of obstacles.  

Parcels 9 and 10 are a part of the Green Lea Golf Course. A golf course does not create any significant 

obstruc�ons to airspace, nor does it a=ract significantly large gatherings of people. In addi�on, the land 

slopes down 30 feet from the end of the runway, favoring the con�nua�on for its current use. 

Importantly, MnDOT safety zoning exists over this clear zone, prohibi�ng the construc�on of buildings or 

structures. Due to the exceedingly large cost required to obtain these parcels, the protec�on of MnDOT 

safety zoning over the en�rety of the clear zone, and terrain sloping that favors con�nuing the current 

land use, these parcels will not be pursued for acquisi�on. 

A row of six residen�al lots (parcels 13-18) lies on the eastern edge of the clear zone. These were 

constructed prior to introduc�on of MnDOT safety zoning. As such, they are designated as Established 

Residen�al Neighborhoods in the State Zoning Ordinance and allowed to remain, but improvements 

cannot be made without approval from the airport sponsor. As they are residen�al proper�es, they 

would be very costly to obtain, both in financial terms, legal ac�on, and community enmity. Given the 

small size of these parcels, protec�on of MnDOT safety zoning, major expense in purchasing them, and 

loca�on on the edge of the clear zone, these parcels will not be pursued for acquisi�on. 

Parcel 11 (0.01 acres) is a small parcel on the extreme end of the clear zone. It is not accessed by any 

road or path and is free of any structures. Terrain changes along the neighboring parcel to the east 

would make any sort of development within parcel 11 unlikely. In addi�on, the parcel is covered by 

MnDOT zoning. As such, the cost required to purchase them would not be worth the benefit gained and 

will not be pursued for acquisi�on. 

Runway 5 

The Runway 5 clear zone is en�rely controlled by the airport sponsor in fee. The remaining 2.86 acres 

that are not part of airport property are split between parcels 19 and 20. These parcels are both owned 

by the City of Albert Lea and are a part of BancroJ Bay Park. The parcels are in a low-lying floodplain and 

would not be suitable for construc�on. In addi�on, the land slopes off the end of the runway, dropping 

roughly 30 feet. In the best interest of the airport, it is an�cipated that the airport sponsor will con�nue 

to maintain these parcels free of obstacles. For these reasons, parcels 19 and 20 will not be pursued for 

acquisi�on. 

Albert Lea Municipal Airport (AEL) Request 

This CZAP has iden�fied all exis�ng parcels within the clear zones at AEL, including those owned in fee, 

and the accompanying decision ra�onale using the MnSASP Clear Zone Guidance for those not planned 

for acquisi�on. The airport sponsor formally requests an exemp�on to the MnDOT Aeronau�cs’ Clear 

Zone Guidance Statement of fee simple ownership of each runway clear zone. 

A.achments 

• AEL CZAP Map 

• AEL CZAP Property Table 
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Albert Lea Municipal Airport (AEL)
Albert Lea, MN

Runway Clear Zone Aquisition Plan (CZAP)
April 2025
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4/8/2025 DRAFT

FAA % State % Local %

FFY 2025 300,000.00$          544,982.00$          

2026 2025 NPE REPAYMENT FROM AUSTIN (FFY 25) 100% 0% 0% 150,000.00$               150,000.00$              -$                          -$                          -$                       -$                       450,000.00$          544,982.00$          

2026 2025 NPE LOAN TO HOUSTON COUNTY (FFY 25) 100% 0% 0% 283,000.00$               283,000.00$              -$                          -$                          -$                       -$                       167,000.00$          544,982.00$          

2026 2025 100LL FUEL TANK AND PAD REPLACEMENT (8,000 GAL) 0% 70% 30% 150,000.00$               -$                          -$                          -$                          105,000.00$          45,000.00$            167,000.00$          544,982.00$          

2026 2025 SRE ACQUISITION (TRACTOR W/LOADER) T (FFY 25 BIL) 95% 2.5% 2.5% 450,000.00$               -$                          427,500.00$              -$                          11,250.00$            11,250.00$            167,000.00$          117,482.00$          

2026 2025
CITY OWNED T-HANGARS REPAIR (DOORS, ROOF, 

LIGHTING)
0% 70% 30% 100,000.00$               -$                          -$                          -$                          70,000.00$            30,000.00$            167,000.00$          117,482.00$          

2026 2025 SRE BUILDING DOOR REPLACEMENT 0% 70% 30% 400,000.00$               -$                          -$                          -$                          280,000.00$          120,000.00$          167,000.00$          117,482.00$          

FFY 2025 TOTALS 1,100,000.00$            -$                          427,500.00$              -$                          466,250.00$          206,250.00$          

FFY 2026 317,000.00$          254,482.00$          

2027 2026 NPE REPAYMENT FROM HOUSTON COUNTY (FFY 26) 100% 0% 0% 150,000.00$               150,000.00$              -$                          -$                          -$                       -$                       467,000.00$          254,482.00$          

FFY 2026 TOTALS -$                            -$                          -$                          -$                          -$                       -$                       

FFY 2027 617,000.00$          254,482.00$          

2028 2027 NPE REPAYMENT FROM HOUSTON COUNTY (FFY 27) 100% 0% 0% 133,000.00$               133,000.00$              -$                          -$                          -$                       -$                       750,000.00$          254,482.00$          

2028 2027
THREE-BAY HANGAR (195'X65') CONSTRUCTION (FFY 27 

AIP/BIL)
90% 5% 5% 2,400,000.00$            617,000.00$              254,482.00$              1,288,518.00$           120,000.00$          120,000.00$          -$                       -$                       

2028 2027 THREE-BAY HANGAR RADIANT HEATING SYSTEM 0% 70% 30% 100,000.00$               -$                          -$                          -$                          70,000.00$            30,000.00$            -$                       -$                       

FFY 2027 TOTALS 2,500,000.00$            617,000.00$              254,482.00$              1,288,518.00$           190,000.00$          150,000.00$          

FFY 2028 150,000.00$          -$                       

2029 2028

LAND ACQ. RWY 17/35 RPZ & CLEAR ZONE (PARCEL 19-

15.69 AC/ PARCEL 22-10.10 AC) ENVIRONMENTAL 

ASSESSMENT (FFY 28)

90% 5% 5% 75,000.00$                 67,500.00$                -$                          -$                          3,750.00$              3,750.00$              82,500.00$            -$                       

FFY 2028 TOTALS -$                            -$                          -$                          -$                          -$                       -$                       

FFY 2029 232,500.00$          -$                       

2030 2029
LAND ACQ. RWY 17 RPZ & CLEAR ZONE (PARCEL 19-15.69 

AC/ PARCEL 22-10.10 AC) (FFY 29)
90% 5% 5% 500,000.00$               232,500.00$              -$                          217,500.00$              25,000.00$            25,000.00$            -$                       -$                       

2030 2029
RWY 1735 RPZ & CLEAR ZONE OBSTRUCTION REMOVALS 

(FFY 29)
90% 5% 5% 50,000.00$                 -$                          -$                          45,000.00$                2,500.00$              2,500.00$              -$                       -$                       

FFY 2029 TOTALS -$                            -$                          -$                          262,500.00$              27,500.00$            27,500.00$            

FFY 2030 150,000.00$          -$                       

2031 2030 NO PROJECT PLANNED 90% 5% 5% -$                          -$                          -$                          -$                       -$                       150,000.00$          -$                       

FFY 2030 TOTALS -$                            -$                          -$                          -$                          -$                       -$                       

FFY 2029 ENTITLEMENT BALANCE

FFY 2030 ENTITLEMENT BALANCE

Federal BIL 

Balance 

Federal Entitlement 

Funding

FFY 2025 ENTITLEMENT & BIL BALANCE

Federal 

Entitlement 

Balance 

FFY 2026 ENTITLEMENT & BIL BALANCE

FFY 2027 ENTITLEMENT BALANCE

FFY 2028 ENTITLEMENT BALANCE

ALBERT LEA MUNICIPAL AIRPORT (AEL)

State

FY

FFY 2024 - 2030 CIP

Funding % Rates
Local FundingFederal BIL FundingFed

FY Description

Additional Federal 

Funding
State FundingProject Cost
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