
  CITY OF ALBERT LEA 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

ADVISORY BOARD 
 

12/22/2015, 5:30 p.m. 
City Council Chambers 

 
 AGENDA 

 

A. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 
 

B. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
 

C. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
1. PC Minutes from November 10th, 2015 
 

D. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
None 

 
E. NEW BUSINESS 

 
1. Consider proposal for the City to acquire property on East Main Street and the 

consistency of this action with the comprehensive plan.   
2. Consider proposal for land donation at Front Street & Maple Hill Drive and the 

consistency of this action with the comprehensive plan.   
 

F. OLD BUSINESS 
 

G. COMMISSIONER COMMUNICATIONS 
 

H. STAFF COMMUNICATIONS 
 

I. ADJOURNMENT 
 









 

 
 
 

Infrastructure  Engineering  Planning  Construction 23 2
nd

 Street South 
 Suite 200 
 Rochester, MN 55902 
 Tel: 507-218-3745 
 Fax: 507-289-3919 

Memorandum 
 

To: Planning Commission, City of Albert Lea 

  Chad Adams, City Manager 

 

From:  Molly Patterson-Lundgren, Planner 

  WSB & Associates, Inc. 

 

Date:  December 17
th

, 2015 

 

Re: Consider the acquisition of property at 802 Main Street East and the 

consistency of this action with the city’s Comprehensive Plan 

 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Background/Analysis 

A proposal is being considered for the City to acquire the property located at 802 Main Street 

East.  The site is located between Main Street and CNW railroad tracks near the canal where 

Domino’s Pizza had been located previously.    

 

 
 

State Statute 462.356 Subd. 2 states that “After a comprehensive municipal plan or section 

thereof has been recommended by the planning agency and a copy filed with the governing body, 

no publicly owned interest in real property within the municipality shall be acquired or 

disposed of, nor shall any capital improvement be authorized by the municipality or special 

district or agency thereof or any other political subdivision having jurisdiction within the 

municipality until after the planning agency has reviewed the proposed acquisition, 

disposal, or capital improvement and reported in writing to the governing body or other 

special district or agency or political subdivision concerned, its findings as to compliance of 

the proposed acquisition, disposal or improvement with the comprehensive municipal 

plan.”   

 

In accordance with state statute, the city is asking the Planning Commission to review the 

consistency of the land purchase of the property at 802 Main Street East with the City’s adopted 

Comprehensive Plan.   

 

 



 
 

 

Chapter Five of the Comprehensive Plan identified the need for more focused area plans.  This 

was done with adoption of Appendix D of the plan in 2014, the Redevelopment Plan.  In this, 

several areas of town ripe for potential redevelopment were identified and guidance as to what 

type of redevelopment is appropriate is provided.  There are three stated purposes of the 

Redevelopment Plan, one being “to highlight areas where the City is targeting its acquisition 

of… available land for possible purchase”.  802 East Main Street is located within the identified 

East Main Street redevelopment area.   

 

 
 

The East Main Street redevelopment area was identified with the purposes of encouraging new 

public investment to spark new development, and to utilize new development activity to 

encourage redesign of the roadway system.  Further guidance for redevelopment of this area 

identifies that being immediately adjacent to the Blazing Star site; there is an opportunity to 

coordinate redevelopment along with activity in the Blazing Star district.  In particular, 802 

Main’s proximity to the canal and it’s visibility as an entry point into the downtown would 

indicate that City participation in the redevelopment of this and nearby sites would be consistent 

with the goals and policies established in the Comprehensive Plan.   

 

In addition to the plans 

identified for this area 

within the adopted 

Comprehensive Plan, 

consideration of this site 

for City use has been 

discussed for several 

years.  A study of fire 

services by Almont & 

Associates in 2012 

identified this property 

as part of site for a new 

fire hall.  It stated that 

the “East Main Street 

area is the best 

option…” for a potential 

fire and training facility.  



 
 

 

The Facilities Master Planning conducted this year identified issues with the current fire station 

facility and provided two site options for future fire hall development.  The site including this 

property, 802 East Main Street was identified as the preferred option.    

 

Recommended Motion:  

Staff recommends that the Planning Commission find the proposal to acquire 802 East Main 

Street consistent with the Comprehensive Plan, based on the following findings: 

 

1) The proposed acquisition by the city of 802 East Main Street would facilitate compiling 

properties located in a strategic area for East Main Street and the Blazing Star Landing as 

well as a strategic entryway in the downtown district.  

2) Compilation of properties within these redevelopment areas will assist the city in moving 

forward to achieve the more specific goals of the Redevelopment Plan and of the 

Comprehensive Plan as a whole.  

3) Both the Fire Services Study conducted in 2012 and the Facilities Mast Plan identified 

the site which includes this property as the preferred option site for a new fire hall in the 

future.  

 

If you have any questions, please contact me at 507-218-3387 or mollypl@wsbeng.com  

  

 

mailto:mollypl@wsbeng.com


 

 
 
 

Infrastructure  Engineering  Planning  Construction 23 2
nd

 Street South 
 Suite 200 
 Rochester, MN 55902 
 Tel: 507-218-3745 
 Fax: 507-289-3919 

Memorandum 
 

To: Planning Commission, City of Albert Lea 

  Chad Adams, City Manager 

 

From:  Molly Patterson-Lundgren, Planner 

  WSB & Associates, Inc. 

 

Date:  December 18
th

, 2015 

 

Re: Consider the acquisition of property located at Front Street and Maple Hill and 

the consistency of this action with the city’s Comprehensive Plan 

 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Background/Analysis 

A donation of property has been offered to the City as shown on the attached illustration 

(generally highlighted in yellow).  As indicated in state statute 462.356 Subd. 2 this memo is to 

provide information and request consideration from the Planning Commission to determine the 

consistency of acceptance of this land with the Comprehensive Plan.   

 

Chapter four of the Comprehensive Plan provides goals and policies to address the systems of 

the city including stormwater systems.  Goals include reducing the potential for reoccurring 

flood damage and the associated damage to surface water quality associated with these 

occurrences.  The properties being offered are partially within and adjacent to a strip of 

floodplain which bisects the neighborhood and the Engineering Department has been trying to 

obtain this property to mitigate flood/storm water control in the area, which would be of public 

benefit to many in the area.  

 

Recommended Motion:  

Staff recommends that the Planning Commission find that acceptance of the proposed donation 

of land located south of Front Street and east of Maple Hill Drive is consistent with the 

Comprehensive Plan, based on the following findings: 

 

1) The land proposed for donation consists of areas which provide for water retention.  

2) The comprehensive plan includes the goals of reducing damage from floods and the 

damage associated with these occurrences on community surface waters. 

3) The comprehensive plan includes the policies of retaining land areas which provide for 

stormwater collection in order to meet these goals. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact me at 507-218-3387 or mollypl@wsbeng.com  

  

 

 

mailto:mollypl@wsbeng.com
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