
  CITY OF ALBERT LEA 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

ADVISORY BOARD 
 

      1/7/2014, 5:30 p.m. 
City Council Chambers 

 
 AGENDA 

 
A. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

 
 

B. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
 

 
C. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

a. PC Minutes from December 3, 2013 
 

D. PUBLIC HEARING 
 

 
E. OLD BUSINESS 

 
 

F. NEW BUSINESS  
a. Crossroads Boulevard street vacation 
b. Planning Commission Overview/Training  

  
 

G. COMMISSIONER COMMUNICATIONS 
 
 

H. STAFF COMMUNICATIONS 
 
 

I. ADJOURNMENT 
 







 

 
 
 

Infrastructure  Engineering  Planning  Construction 701 Xenia Avenue South 
 Suite 300 
 Minneapolis, MN 55416 
 Tel: 763-541-4800 
 Fax: 763-541-1700 

Memorandum 
 

To: Planning Commission, City of Albert Lea 

  Doug Johnson, Building Official 

 

From:  Addison Lewis, Planner 

  WSB & Associates, Inc. 

 

Date:  December 31, 2013 

 

Re:  Crossroads Boulevard Street Vacation 
    

 

Request  

The owner of Habben & Holton Real Estate has petitioned that the city vacate a portion of 

Crossroads Boulevard abutting its property, along with the 10 foot wide utility easement along 

the northerly side thereof.  

Overview  

The proposed segment of Crossroads Boulevard to be vacated is located just north of the 

intersection of I-35 and U.S. Hwy 65.  All property abutting the section of roadway proposed to 

be vacated is owned by the petitioner.  Crossroads Boulevard currently terminates within the 

proposed area to be vacated.  The land owner has requested the street be vacated so that a gate 

may be put up across the roadway to prevent trespassing on his property.  

City staff has reviewed the request and found that there is not a public need for the easement area 

and section of roadway to be vacated.  In addition, approval of the request will not be 

inconsistent with the goals and objective of the comprehensive plan. Currently there are two city 

lights located within the proposed vacation area that are owned by Alliant Energy for which the 

City pays a monthly rate to operate.  As part of the street vacation, the City of Albert Lea will 

notify Alliant Energy to remove the street lights. The property owner may pay Alliant Energy to 

continue to have the lights operated at the property owners’ cost. City staff supports the petition 

to vacate the proposed section of roadway and easement area.  

Requested Action  

Motion to recommend that the City Council approve the request to vacate the proposed portion 

of Crossroads Boulevard and the 10 foot wide utility easement along the northerly side thereof, 

upon determination that there is not a public need for the roadway or utility easement area.  The 

southern 10 foot wide utility easement will remain in place and a 50 foot wide utility easement 

will be maintained on the western end of the property.  

 

 

 









 

= Approximate area to be vacated 
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