
CITY OF ALBERT LEA 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

ADVISORY BOARD  
MEETING MINUTES 

7/7/15 5:30 pm 
City Center – Council Chambers 

Members Present 
Jon Murray 
Thayne Nordland 
David Gross 
Pam Schmidt 
Doug Olson 
Rick Mummert 
Jason Willner 
 
 
Members Absent 
Larry Baker, Ex-Officio 
 
 
Staff in Attendance 
Doug Johnson, Building Official 
Chad Adams, City Manager 
Steve Jahnke, City Engineer 
Jennifer Nelson, Office Assistant 
 
 
Interested Parties 
Craig Hoium, Ron Holtan Realty (Representing Dave and Jon Syverson) 
 
Chair, Jon Murray called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 
 
Approval of the Agenda 
Rick Mummert made a motion to approve the agenda, and Thayne Nordland seconded the motion. The 
agenda was approved unanimously on a voice vote. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
A motion was made by Doug Olson to approve the minutes from May 5, 2015, and Rick Mummert 
seconded the motion.  The minutes were approved unanimously on a voice vote. 
 
Public Hearings 
Staff reports prepared by Breanne Rothstein, Planner WSB & Associates, Inc. become part of these 
minutes by reference.   
 
The public hearing is to consider a request for a Preliminary Plat for Buschbom 6

th
 Addition from Dave and 

Jon Syverson to include one buildable lot and two outlots and dedicate an extension of Consul Street, a 
public right-of-way.  Consider a request for final plat of Buschbom 6

th
 Addition from Dave and Jon 

Syverson to include one buildable lot and two outlots and extension of Consul Street. 
 
The public hearing was opened at 5:32 p.m. 
 
Craig Hoium gave a review of the project.   
 



Hoium advised this has been a two year project in the making.  A developer has been pursuing this 
property.  Hoium has kept in contact with City staff including the City Engineer, City Planner and Building 
Official during the site development process for this project.  This is a permitted land use. There are 
approximately 55 acres on this site that are not currently platted.  
 
There is a stop sign planned at the intersection of Syverson Rd and Consul Street and construction of a 
storm water retention pond to service lot #1.  Blake Avenue to the existing Consul Street would become a 
public road and Hoium likes the flexibility of the available land which will make it desirable for future 
development. The closing date for this property is planned for August 1, 2015. There will be a total of five 
acres on the developed site and another 55 acres will be put up for sale.  
 
Public Hearing Closed at 5:40 p.m. 
 
Rick Mummert will be abstaining long with Doug Olson as both have a vested interest in the property 
involved.  
 
A motion was made by David Gross and seconded by Thayne Nordland to recommend approval of the 
preliminary and final plat for Buschbom 6

th
 Addition, replatting lots 1&2 of Block 10 of Buschbom 5

th
 

Addition into one lot, platting two outlots and dedicating an extension Consul Street, subject to the 
conditions listed in the staff report; 
 

1) Approval of city Council for the vacation of the platted alley between Lots 1&2, Black 10 of 
Buschbom 5

th
 Addition; 

2) Final location of the driveways into Lot 1 as determined by the City Engineer; 
3) Approval by the city Engineer of drainage and grading plans; 
4) Approval by the City Engineer of the design of the sanitary sewer and water designs; 
5) Execution of a Petition and Waiver for future improvements to Consul Street and/or Syverson 

Road. 
6) Addressing any additional comments outlined by the City Engineer 

 
Approved on a 7-0 roll call vote. 
 
Old Business: None 
 
New Business: 
Consider the Comprehensive Plan consistency of the acquisition of public land located at 314 South 
Broadway. 
 
This property is located in an area that has been targeted for redevelopment.  The City also currently 
owns the property located at 310 S Broadway.   
 
A motion was made by Thayne Nordland and seconded by Rick Mummert to recommend approval of the 
proposal acquisition of 314 South Broadway consistent with the comprehensive plan, based on the 
following findings; 
 

1) The proposed acquisition is identified in the Redevelopment Plan in the Comprehensive Plan; 
2) The proposed acquisition is part of a greater effort on behalf of the City to acquire through 

purchase and tax forfeiture most of the black to facilitate re-development.  
 

Approved on a 7-0 voice vote. 
 
Commissioner Communications: None 
 
Staff Communications:  Chad Adams gave project updates. 

 
 



Adjournment: 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:56 p.m. on July 7, 2015 motion by Thayne Nordland and seconded by 
Rick Mummert. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________ 
Doug Johnson, Building Official 
 
 
Approved: 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________ 
Thayne Nordland 
Planning Commission Secretary 


