
PARKS &  RECREATION 

AD VISORY BOARD  
M EETING MINUTES 

May 19, 2015 5:30 pm 
Recreation Office 

 

 

M embers P resent:  
Dan Borland 

Mark Calderon                     
Jane Grund  

Brian Hensley 

Roger Lonning 
Vern Rasmussen, Sr. 

Chris Utz   
Reid Olson, Council Liaison 

  

M embers Absent:   
 

S taff in A ttendance: 
Jay Hutchison, Parks & Recreation Director 

Joe Grossman, Park Supt. 

Bob Furland, Facilities Manager 
 

O thers in A ttendance:  
 

C all to O rder:  The meeting was called to order 5:34 p.m. by Board President Chris Utz.  

A pproval of Agenda:  Hutchison added a request to establish a new dock space along Lakeview 
Boulevard.  It will be Item f. under New Discussion/Action Items.  Motion to approve agenda with 

the addition was made by Calderon, seconded by Hensley and approved. 

 
Approval of M inutes:   A motion was made by Lonning to approve the minutes from the March 

17, 2015 meeting.  It was seconded by Rasmussen and approved. 
 

Public Items/Presentations:  None 

 
N ew  D iscussion/Act ion I tem s:  

a. Presentation – Youth 1
st

 Program:  Mark Arjes, a representative of Youth 1
st

, gave a 
presentation to the Board on the program.  Youth 1

st
 is an organization that works with 

communities, schools and youth sport organizations to promote  healthy, safe, and 

character-building recreation for children.  The Albert Lea Youth Wrestling organization 
is already participating in the program.  Cost to the City to be part of the program would 

be $5,000/year.  After discussion, Rasmussen said that while he agrees with the 
message and mission of Youth 1

st
, he had questions about the cost and asked Mark if he 

would send us the financials for the program.  He indicated that he would send those.  A 

motion to table any recommendation on the program until the June meeting was made 
by Hensley, seconded by Borland.  Motion passed. 

 



Minutes (cont.) 

 
b. Presentation on City’s Tree Program:  Park Superintendent gave the Board an overview 

of the City’s tree and forestry program.  He also talked about the Emerald Ash Boer 
issue.  After his presentation, he answered questions from the Board members. 

c. Park Dedication Discussion:  The Board reviewed park dedication requirements for 

Wedgewood Cove Estates No. 3.  The developer is proposing to provide a tot lot on the 
property to serve as a recreational amenity.  The Director pointe d out that Wedgewood 

Park is located not too far from this proposed development.  After discussion, 
Rasmussen made a motion to recommend that the City accept a cash-in-lieu amount of 

$8,320.00 for park dedication.  Calderon seconded the motion and it passe d. 

d. 2014 Highlights and Goals Presentation:  Director Hutchison passed out a paper version 
of the 2014 Highlights and Goals power point presentation he gave to the City Council 

back in February.  He asked the Board to review it and that we would discuss it at the 
June meeting. 

e. Summer Meeting Schedule:  The Board decided that they would meet as needed during 

the summer months. 
f. Dock Request:  Hutchison told the Board that we had received a request to establish a 

new dock space along Lakeview Boulevard in the area just north of Hanson Island.  This 
request has not officially been made to the City Council at this time.  Board members will 

look at the area and take action at the June meeting.  

 
 

U pdate I tem s:  
 

a. Canoe Launch:  The Lake Foundation will be installing a  self-rental canoe station at 

Frank Hall Park at the Golden Point canoe launch.  They will donate the station and 
canoes, paddles, and life jackets to the City.  The canoe station will be installed 

sometime in June. 
b. HVAC Project:  The HVAC system is currently being installed at Edgewater Bay Pavilion.  

The air conditioning will be operational by June.  Park staff will install the ceiling 

insulation this fall. 
c. Pelican Breeze Dock:  The City has purchased a new section of dock that will replace the 

piece that was damaged last fall when the dock was being removed.  The rest of the 
dock should probably be replaced in the near future.  

d. Community Gardens:  A new area for Community Gardens is being established at the 

corner of Margaretha and 14
th

 Street.  The garden space is being funded by the Blue 
Zones group and SHIP.  This year, both organizations are purchasing the individual 

garden plots and giving them out to interested citizens.  
 

 

Board M em ber I tem s:    

a. Rasmussen asked again about the possibility of placing so me benches along the 
Pioneer Park trail.  

b. Lonning informed the Board about the Heritage Preservation Fair being held on May 20
th

.  
 

 

Adjournm ent :   A motion was made at 7:06 pm by Hensley to adjourn the meeting.  It was 
seconded by Borland and motion carried. 

 
Next regular scheduled meeting will be Tuesday, June 16, 2015.  



 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

 

Jay Hutchison, Director  
Parks and Recreation 

 

 


