
  CITY OF ALBERT LEA 
HERITAGE PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

 

10/7/2015, 11:00 a.m. 
City Council Chambers 

 
 AGENDA 

 

A. CALL TO ORDER AND APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
 

B. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
HPC Minutes from September 8TH, 2015 

 
C. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

115 Newton Avenue 
 

D. NEW BUSINESS 

 Broadway Grant – 115 Newton 
 Potential future preservation projects & grants  

 
E. OLD BUSINESS 

Edward Jones sign & lighting  
 

F. COMMISSIONER COMMUNICATIONS 
 

G. STAFF COMMUNICATIONS 
Instameet event October 17th  
 

H. ADJOURNMENT 
 



CITY OF ALBERT LEA 
HERITAGE PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

MEETING MINUTES 
September 8th 2015 

 

Call to order 5:33 pm Chair Robert Hoffman 

A motion was made by Brad Kirchner to approve the minutes from June 16th and Larry Fisher seconded 

the motion.  The minutes were approved unanimously on a voice vote. 

MEMBERS PRESENT 
Robert Hoffman (Chair) 
Tami Staker 
Brad Kirchner (Vice Chair) 
Larry Fisher 
Lester Anderson  
Tom Larson 
Larry Baker (Ex Officio)  
 
MEMBERS ABSENT 
Rick Buringa  
 
STAFF PRESENT: 
Molly Patterson-Lundgren, WSB City Planner 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: None 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND MINUTES:  

A motion was made by Brad Kircher to approve the agenda and minutes of from the June 16th 2015 

and seconded by Larry Fisher.  The minutes were approved unanimously on a voice vote.    

NEW BUSINESS: 

The commission considered the proposed sign for 127 South Broadway/Edward Jones, an internally 
illuminated wall cabinet sign.  Molly read from the sign illumination requirements of the sign ordinance 
and indicated that these standards apply to all signs throughout the City.  Next, the historic design 
guidelines regarding the lighting of signs were reviewed.  Under the section on Lighting Design, it states 
“Indirect lighting should be used, and spotlights should be placed discreetly, in such a way as to shield 
the source from pedestrian and vehicular traffic.” 
 
Tom Larson made the following motion which was seconded by Larry Fisher: 

“Based on our interpretation of the sign lighting standards, backlit signs are not allowed.  Instead, the 

design of this sign as proposed with exterior lighting, such as goose neck spotlights which are shielded 



from pedestrian and vehicle traffic, is approved pending HPC approval of a final lighting plan”.  This 

motion passed unanimously.  Molly indicated that staff would contact the applicant to provide this 

decision to them.   

The commission considered the proposed roof modification to 224 South Broadway/Cornerstone 

building.  The proposal is to replace the existing roof with a charcoal grey colored metal roof.  The 

applicant provided a photo of the building from the street indicating that portion of the roof which 

could be seen from the right of way.  Brad Kirchner made a motion to approve the roofing project as 

proposed.  Less Anderson seconded the motion which was approved unanimously.   

NO COMMISSIONER COMMUNICATIONS 

STAFF COMMUNICATIONS/ITEMS OF DISCUSSION 

 Introduction of Molly Patterson-Lundgren– Molly from WSB & Associates introduced herself and 

explained that she was now filling the position of City Planner, replacing Breanne Rothstein who 

had previously served this role from WSB.  She provided her background and education in 

planning and heritage preservation.   

 Small Cities Development Program – Molly provided the commission with an update on the 

preparation of the application for the grant.  She explained that this would be a grant to the City 

and the City would then loan out funds to property owners in the historic district for building 

rehabilitation, some of these loan funds would be forgivable after the five years.  The 

application is being structured to apply for funds for rental residential and commercial projects.  

A letter has been created that City staff will be distributing which provides owners an 

understanding of the proposed program and asks individuals to indicate if they would like to 

participate if funds are received.  Molly indicated that staff may need some assistance with the 

letter distribution and to call Jenny if anyone was interested in helping with that.   

 Historic District Identifying Signs – Molly provided an update on a potential project that staff is 

looking into to provide “way finding” signs to the downtown historic district.  She explained that 

the Department of Transportation allows the installation of brown colored signs to lead people 

from highways to historic sites and historic districts (as well as other types of points of interest).  

She said that staff will be researching costs and potential locations for where these signs might 

be placed along with the possible addition of some sort of markings to distinguish the historic 

district boundaries.   

 The city has sent a letter and has been in discussion with the SHPO regarding the potential to 

host the 2017 SHPO conference.  Chairman Robert Hoffman indicated that he and two staff 

members (Jenny Nelson and Jerry Gabrielatos) would be attending this year’s conference in 

Little Falls.  Les Anderson indicated he would be contacting Jenny to also register for the 

conference.   

 

Tom Larson made a motion to adjourn which was seconded by Tami Staker; the motion passed 

unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 7:15 



HPC 

ITEM RESULTS 

  
         

  

  
         

  

  
         

  

DATE:  9/8/2015   ITEM #1   ITEM #2   ITEM #3 

  
  

Edward Jones 
Sign   

127 South 
Broadway 

Re-roofing  
224 South 
Broadway   

  
  

                

ROLL CALL   YES NO   YES NO   YES NO 

 X Robert Hoffman(Chair) 
 

 X      X         

 X Larry Fisher 
 

 X      X         

 X Tom Larson 
 

 X      X         

 X Brad Kirchner (Vice Chair)  X       X 
 

      

 X Tami Staker 
 

 X      X         

 X Lester Anderson 
 

 X      X         

 Absent Rick Buringa 
 

                

X Larry Baker (ex-officio)                    

 



 

 
 
 

Infrastructure  Engineering  Planning  Construction 23 2
nd

Street South 
 Suite 200 
 Rochester, MN 55902 
 Tel: 507-218-3745 
 Fax: 507-289-3919 

Memorandum 
 

To: Heritage Preservation Commission 

  Chad Adams, City Manager 

 

From:  Molly Patterson-Lundgren, Planner 

  WSB & Associates, Inc. 

 

Date:  October 1
st
, 2015 

Re: Request for certification of appropriateness for 115 Newton 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Background 

Holly Karsjens is opening Meraki Studio at 115 Newton Avenue.  She is proposing new doors, 

signage and modifications to the existing awning over the main door.  Attached are illustrations 

showing proposed modifications.   

 

The heritage preservation ordinance
1
 requires that prior to any exterior repair, alteration or 

modification to sites in the historic district (with some specific exemptions listed) an application 

for a certificate of appropriateness shall be made to the HPC.   

 

Analysis 

In review of this application, the commission shall be guided by the secretary of the interior's 

standards for rehabilitation, as well as the locally adopted Architectural Guidelines adopted by 

the commission for the historic district (the guidelines). In all cases, the commission shall give 

consideration to the amount and quality of original material and design remaining in the building 

when applying criteria. Consideration shall also be given to clear cases of economic hardship or 

to deprivation of reasonable use of the owner's property. 

 

Doors 

The architectural guidelines indicate that for façade openings (windows and doors) the 
modifications should reflect materials, color, scale, proportions and historic detailing consistent 

with the historic character of the property. The guidelines state that “Painted wood doors and 

wood framing are preferred...colored anodized aluminum may be acceptable.”
2
  The Secretary of 

Interior Standards indicate that while historic features and materials should be preserved, it is 

also appropriate to allow for minimal changes to make the property compatible for an efficient 

contemporary use.   

 

The proposed new doors are of a modern material but in a design that is similar and compatible 

to what was historically used for commercial buildings (the metal to glass ratio is similar to old 

wooden commercial doors).   

                                                           
1
 Division 8 under Article V of the City Code 

2
 Page 10 of “Architectural Guidelines for Historic Preservation”  

 



 
 

 

Signage 

The Secretary of Interior Standards do not specifically address new signs as a design feature on 

their own.  As a new future on the building, the same guidance pertaining to the rehabilitation of 

the site apply in that they should be compatible with the historic materials, features, size, scale 

and proportion, and massing to protect the integrity of the property and its environment.  The 

guidelines provide that projecting signs are appropriated to the downtown district.  Requirements 

are:  

 A minimum distance of 8 feet between the sidewalk and the bottom of the sign is 

required. 

 Signs should be no more than 4 feet long and may not extend more than 4 feet from the 

building face. 

 Historically accurate materials, such as wood or metal signboards with metal brackets, 

should be selected. 

 

Awning 

Awnings were a common feature in historic commercial districts the era of the Albert Leas and 

generally are appropriate storefront elements as provided for in the Secretary of Interior 

Standards.  The historic district guidelines allow for retractable fabric awnings.  115 Newton has 

an existing permanent wood single awning which will eventually need to be repaired or 

removed.  The proposed fabric awning in this application would greatly improve on the 

appearance of the site from an historic appropriateness.       

 

Staff Recommendation: 

Staff recommends approval of the new doors, signage, and awning as provided for in the 

application. 

 

Requested Motion: 

To approve a certificate of appropriateness for the proposed doors, signage and awning at 115 

Newton as the work to be performed meets local adopted design guidelines and Secretary of 

Interior Standards and does not adversely affect the historic nature of the site or downtown 

historic district.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MAIN ENTRANCE (LEFT SIDE OF BUILDING – 

from street) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BASEMENT/SECONDARY DOOR (right side of building from 

street)  
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