
ALPL partnered with a local consultant 
who donated  me and exper  se to 
determine what would be required 
to provide internet access to the 
21% of Albert Lea residents without 
access to broadband. The pilot 
project will assess to make sure it 
meets the needs of rural patrons as 
well. See the back of this newsle  er 
for more details about the program.

Internet access is vital to professional 
and personal lives. Whether you 
are applying for a job or staying 
connected to friends and family, 
digital literacy skills and access to 
the internet are the tools people 
want and need and the library is 
seeking to fi ll it.  Their work is helping 
people become equipped for the 
challenges they face in their daily 
lives as well as those we face as a city.

The Albert Lea Public Library is a great 
example of crea  ve thinking to meet 
the needs of cons  tuents. Through 
the generous dona  on by the Albert 
Lea Public Library Founda  on, the 
ALPL is one of the fi rst libraries in 
Minnesota to make hotspots available 
for checkout by library patrons.  

“We recognize that loca  on, fi nancial 
resources and digital literacy 
are the three main components 
that restrict or limit patrons’ 
abili  es to use the internet,” said 
Library Director, Peggy Havener.

Check Out A HotspotCheck Out A Hotspot
Mee  ng the needs of cons  tuents at low costs requires crea  ve thinking by local government
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Areas in red show loca  ons where tradi  onal 
high-speed internet access is not available.

Freeborn County Internet Access



Albert Lea Parks and Recrea  onAlbert Lea Parks and Recrea  on
New this year! Parks and Recrea  on’s Summer 
Fun Guide will be in a shared publica  on with 

Community Ed. All your summer fun in one place!


