Encouraging Local Business Growth
Randy Kehr (leŌ) and Ryan Nolander (center) meet with Nate Jansen, Vice President/Co-Owner of Albert Lea Select Foods.

People o en ask what Albert Lea is doing to grow its tax base. This month, we’re highligh ng organiza ons with
missions to do just that, the Albert Lea Economic Development Agency (ALEDA) and Albert Lea-Freeborn County
Chamber of Commerce. The agencies use an all-of-the-above approach to create condi ons for economic growth and
improved quality of life.
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Once a month, Ryan Nolander,
Director of ALEDA, and Randy Kehr,
Director of the Chamber of
Commerce, visit mul ple employers in town to discuss how we can
keep our current employers in
Albert Lea and develop strategies
for them to grow.

Recognizing that Southeastern Minnesota is strongest when working
together, Nolander works with his
counterparts to market to industries with a regional focus in mind.
The group is star ng 2016 by having a round table with businesses
in the region with a food and dairy
background, hoping to develop a
pitch to site selectors within that
industry for future new business
opportuni es.

ALEDA created the Albert Lea Entrepreneur Advancement Program
(ALEAP) that provides budding
entrepreneurs with networking and
educa onal opportuni es, along
with access to co-working space
and the ability to obtain micro
loans. They are also looking into
a program similar to the TV show
“Shark Tank,” in which people with
ideas pitch them to investors for
funding.

These collabora ve eﬀorts of ALEDA, the Chamber and the City have helped in keeping the unemployment rate in
Albert Lea low. It is consistently on par with the state’s rate, and always beneath the na onal average. These three
en es are always striving to make sure that business owners succeed and people can find jobs.

Albert Lea Parks and RecreaƟon
Park n Rec Fun at
The Big Freeze

Come out to Edgewater Park for a fun filled
a ernoon of face pain ng, games, and cra s!
For more informa on contact the Parks &
Recrea on oﬃce @ 377-4370.
FREE to parƟcipate
When: Sat. February 6th
Time: 2:00-4:00 pm
Where: Edgewater Bay Pavilion
For more informa on on the Big Freeze check out
www.bigfreeze.org

Parents Night Out
Ages 4-12 years
Mom and Dad, treat
yourself and your kids!
Bring the li le rascals out
to Troy-Hammer Warming House where we will
entertain and feed them.
Kids will enjoy games, arts
and cra s, and a movie,
while you enjoy the night
oﬀ.
Pizza and drink provided. If the weather is nice we
may enjoy some me outside as well, so dress the
part!
When: Fri., February 12th
Time: Drop-oﬀ any me 5:30 pm on; pick-up by 10 pm
Where: Troy-Hammer Warming House
Fee: $8 for first child, $4 for each addi onal child
Register by February 10th.

