
1 

MINUTES of March 11, 2015 
Heritage Preservation Commission 
City of Albert Lea 

 
The joint meeting of the Albert Lea Heritage Preservation Commission and Planning Commission was called 
to order on Tuesday, March 10, 2015, at 5:35 p.m. by Chair Robert Hoffman.  The meeting location was the 
City Hall Council Chambers, 221 E Clark St, Albert Lea, MN.  

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Lester Anderson  Tom Larson 
Tami Staker  Robert Hoffman (Chair) 
Larry Fisher  Brad Kirchner 
Larry Baker- Ex Officio 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT: 
Rick Buringa 
 
STAFF PRESENT:  
Doug Johnson, Building Official 
Chad Adams, City Manager 
Breanne Rothstein, City Planner 
Jennifer Nelson, Office Assistant 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: 
Planning Commission Members: 
Rick Mummert  Jon Murray 
Jason Willner  Pam Schmidt 
Thayne Nordland Doug Olson 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT: 
David Gross 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND MINUTES: 
A motion was made by Lester Anderson to approve the minutes from December 9, 2015 and Larry Fisher 
seconded the motion.  The minutes were approved unanimously on a voice vote. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: None 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  
Robert Hoffman advised Brad Kirchner would make an excellent Vice Chair. 
A motion was made by Brad Kirchner to appoint himself as Vice Chairman and Lester Anderson 
seconded the motion and was approved unanimously on a voice vote.  
 
Lester Anderson made a motion to approve the following 2015 meet schedule; 3/10, 6/9, 9/8 and 
12/8 and Brad Kirchner seconded the motion and was approved unanimously on a voice vote. 
 
COMMISSIONER COMMUNICATIONS: None 
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STAFF COMMUNICATIONS: 
 
The next Preservation Fair advisory committee meeting will be Thursday April 2, 2015 at 9:00 a.m. 
in Room 109 at the City Center.  All HPC members are encouraged to attend this meeting. This fair 
is an HPC initiated event. The date for the Fair has been set for Wednesday May 20, 2015.  This fair 
is to educate downtown building/business owners and tenants about opportunities for upgrading 
their properties, while at the same time, collecting criterial information about the businesses for a 
possible application for Small Cities Development funds.   The fair will include open building tours, 
vendors and workshops “Economic Benefits of Preservation”, presented by Doug Johnson and 
“Considering Main Street “ presented by keynote speakers Emily Northey, Minnesota Main Street 
Coordinator, Preservation Alliance of Minnesota along with Catherine Sandlund (SHPO).   
 
Doug Johnson advised the HPC and PC the City Council has directed city staff into looking at 
changing the sign ordinance regarding dynamic signs in the downtown.  The ordinance currently 
allows a message change to occur every 24 hours.  The theatre would like to shorten the time 
between messages and this would require an ordinance change. This joint meeting is an 
opportunity for the HPC and PC to weigh in on this and discuss.  The theatre is looking for more 
frequency of the messages currently allowed by the ordinance.  The City Council is open to this 
idea.  Larry Baker advised Act is looking for a variety of messages not fast changing messages. Larry 
Baker advised because this sign is located in the historical district they will need to be cautious. It is 
easier to add more time than to take it away. Also a reminder the HPC still weighs in on the sign 
appearance and this discussion is regarding the duration of the message only.  Larry Baker advised 
he spoke with Mary Ellen Johnson and she did not give a time of the message they would  be happy 
with anything less than every 24 hours. He could try to make contact with Mary Ellen or Neal Lang 
and get some further direction or what time duration they are proposing.   
 
Chad Adams advised more frequency of messages would allow them to promote public activities, 
advertising of events by people who rent the theater and also theater events/shows.  He gave the 
example of the upcoming downtown preservation fair being held at the theater. 
 
Tami Staker asked if anyone has reached out to learn what other communities are doing and if they 
have the same issues with balancing the new sign technology and also keeping their districts 
historic in nature.  Tami said she is willing to contact a few surrounding cities.  Tami Staker also 
asked if anyone has made contact with SHPO to find out how they feel about this issue.  Many 
members of the group are concerned about setting precedence.   
 
Robert Hoffman advised he was going to suggest one minute until hearing further discussion.  Larry 
Baker also had the idea of instead of minutes to just look at being able to change the message four 
to five times a day. He also reminded the commissioners we have one of the largest in tact historic 
districts in the state and this gives downtown Albert Lea its uniqueness.  Councilman Baker also 
wanted to bring up the fact there are several residential units downtown and this may affect the 
quality of life for the people living downtown.  Larry Baker also commented to proceed with 
caution because the property owners and businesses are being assessed and have spent a lot of 
money on the downtown streetscape project and they are being promised a certain “look”.   
Lester Anderson voiced his opinion that businesses should be able to advertise downtown.  He is 
proud of Albert Lea and the community support is outstanding and gave an example of the 
attendance of the last few benefits he has attended in town. 
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Tom Larson also voiced concern that changing this ordinance could put our CLG status in jeopardy. 
 
Doug Johnson will  give Michael Koop with SHPO a call and also do some investigating and find how 
other communities have been handling dynamic signs in historic districts. 
 
 Doug Johnson asked if the HPC is open to changing the duration of messages to less than 24 hours. 
 
 Doug reminded the group any signs proposed would need to go before the HPC to get a certificate 
of appropriateness.   
 
Gareth Hataye owner of Innovision Eyewear called the Inspection Department and was asking if it 
would be permissible to put in a bike rack in front of his store.  The design of the bike rack looks like 
a pair of eyeglasses.  Jay Hutchinson was notified and did not have a problem with the bike rack as 
long as it was bolted and would be able to be removed during the winter months for snow removal.  
The picture of the design of the bike rack is attached to the agenda and becomes part of these 
minutes by reference.   
 
Jason Willner brought up that the tree guards in the downtown area were designed to be used for 
bike racks also.  He also thought it may be a good idea to designate a central area for people to lock 
up their bikes such as behind the buildings and walk downtown.   
 
Doug Olson had concerns about vendors contacting every store downtown, and different designs of 
bike racks would pop up in front of several stores.   
 
Pam Schmidt was concerned the bike racks would be prone to graffiti. 
 
Jon Murray said he would not recommend this kind of bike rack for downtown. 
 
The next scheduled HPC meeting is set for June 9, 2015 at 5:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
A motion was made by Lester Anderson and seconded by Tami Staker to adjourn the meeting at 
6:15 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
______________________________ 
Doug Johnson, Building Official 
 
Approved: 
 
______________________________ 
Heritage Preservation Chair 
Robert Hoffman 


