
  CITY OF ALBERT LEA 
HERITAGE PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

 
1/6/2016, 11:00 a.m. 

City Council Chambers 
 
 AGENDA 

 
A. CALL TO ORDER AND APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

 
B. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

HPC Minutes from November 4th, 2015 
 

C. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 137 North Broadway, Godman, Sturtz Halvorsen Law Office,  
 201/205 S Washington Ave S, Holton Realty, glass door/windows entry enclosure  
 100 North Broadway, Arends Properties LLC  

 
D. NEW BUSINESS 

 2015 Annual CLG Report 
 Heart Bombing 
 2017 SHPO Conference & CLG grant application (resolution)   

 
E. OLD BUSINESS 

 
F. COMMISSIONER COMMUNICATIONS 

 
G. STAFF COMMUNICATIONS 

 
H. ADJOURNMENT 

 



MINUTES of November 4, 2015 
Heritage Preservation Commission 
City of Albert Lea 
 
Called to order 11:04 am Vice Chair Brad Kirchner  

MEMBERS PRESENT 
Larry Fisher 
Tami Staker 
Brad Kirchner (Vice Chair) 
Lester Anderson  
Tom Larson (arrived 11:08 am) 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT 
Robert Hoffman (Chair) 
Rick Buringa  
Larry Baker (Ex Officio)  
 
STAFF PRESENT: 
Molly Patterson-Lundgren, WSB City Planner 
Jennifer Nelson, Office Assistant 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: Brett & Jessica Richards, owner 128 S Broadway Ave (Broadway Home Design),  
Mariah Lynne, owner 137 S Broadway Ave (The Marketing Plant)     

APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND MINUTES:  

A motion was made by Tami Staker to approve the agenda and minutes from the October 7th, 2015 and 
seconded by Lester Anderson.  The agenda and minutes were approved unanimously on a voice vote.    

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

The commission considered a request for certification of appropriateness for 137 Broadway Ave S, to 
complete their façade rehabilitation project and for approval of their proposed new sign.  
 
Staff report prepared by Molly Patterson-Lundgren, Planner WSB & Associates, Inc. become part of 
these minutes by reference.  
 
Public Hearing for 137 S Broadway Ave opened at 11:06 am: 
 
Lynne advised they have been willing to wait for approval for what they can.  Herself and her business 
partner Abby Murray have been working closely with Building Official, Doug Johnson.  Lynne also 
advised they may reconsider their front entrance awning as a future project. The mechanics of the 
awning are still functioning.  Lynne also advised the general contractor will provide the proposed brick 
work.  The windows will keep the curved appearance and will be functioning.   
 



Brad Kirchner asked what their plans were for the top cornice area.  He stated there are different 
products in which the paint is imbedded in the molded product.  The owner also has look at options and 
maintenance issues with certain products.   
 
Lynne advised they plan on having the glass go all the way to the top of the window on the second story 
and the inside curve of the window is wood. They found out 85-95 % of the wood is intact and the 
existing window goes right underneath.  
 
Lynne advised the gooseneck lighting they are also looking into will be possibility green or black. 
 
Brad Kirchner advised he would approve the proposed work as long as they would come back and check 
with the HPC with their final cornice design.  
 
Public Hearing for 137 Broadway Ave S was closed 11:24 am 
 
Lester Anderson  motioned to approve a certificate of appropriateness for the façade rehabilitation at 
137 Broadway Ave S including first floor storefront door, windows and framing and the upper story 
window and cornice replacement (with the condition that final cornice design be approved by the HPC) 
along with the proposed projecting sign installed to meet all City requirements, as the work to be 
performed meets local adopted design guidelines and Secretary of Interior Standards and does not 
adversely affect the historic nature of the site or downtown historic district. The motion was seconded 
by Tami Staker.  Approved on a 5-0 voice vote.  
 
The commission considered a request for certification of appropriateness for 128 Broadway Ave S, to 
complete their façade rehabilitation project and for approval of their proposed new sign.  
 
Staff report prepared by Molly Patterson-Lundgren, Planner WSB & Associates, Inc. becomes part of 
these minutes by reference.  
 
Public Hearing for 128 Broadway Ave S opened at 11:24 am 
 
Brett Richards advised the trim colors may be black or dark charcoal in color.   
 
The exposed rosettes may be painted gold. The apartment door will be inset two feet. 
 
Richards stated he plans on cleaning and repairing the brick work and plans to renovate as much as they 
can although the focus will be on the store front and he would like to get the windows installed as soon 
as possible.  He is hoping for an opening date of January or February.  
 
Richards advised he will be replacing windows as repairing them is not as energy efficient.   
 
Brad Kirchner made a suggestion to take photos of the original windows. Richards thought they may 
have been renovated in the 1930’s.  Richards advised there are fixed with no vents.  They plan on 
installing nine foot infilled windows on the second story. 
 
Richards is unsure of which sign he will go with.  Brad Kirchner advised he preferred the dark colored 
sign although either would be fine.  
 



Molly Patterson-Lundgren advised she will send Richards the information for best practices for tuck 
pointing and brick cleaning.   
 
Richards clarified that if the rosettes shown on the design are not still present, they would use replicas 
which are tin mounted.  He also is thinking about adding small sized goose neck lighting over the sign.   
 
Public Hearing for 128 Broadway Ave S closed at 11:46 am 
 
Tami Staker motioned to approve a certificate of appropriateness for the façade rehabilitation at 128 
Broadway Ave S,  whereas the following work to be performed meets local adopted design guidelines 
and Secretary of Interior Standards and does not adversely affect the historic nature of the site or 
downtown historic district, therefore this motion to approve a certificate of appropriateness for the 
proposed façade rehabilitation at 128 Broadway Avenue South as submitted on 11-3-15 further 
approved here is the proposal for the projecting sign as detailed in the application received on 10-5-15 
along with a gooseneck style light for sign illumination, with the condition that it be no further than 4 
feet from the wall and meet all other building and zoning code requirements.   

Furthermore, the approval for brick cleaning and tuck pointing with the condition that this activity will 
not change the general appearance of the structure, not damage will be done to the bricks and mortar 
color will be matched to existing mortar, 

Furthermore, window signage is approved upon the condition that it meets the following standards:  

• Total sign area within a window may not exceed 10 percent of the window area. 

• Lettering should be kept small, bearing in mind that the reader will be in close proximity to the 
sign. Use several lines where necessary and consider curving the top line. 

• If a clear display space is desired, signs may be inserted at the base and/or head of the 
window. 

• Lettering formed with neon may be used in the inside of the window, provided the size, light 
intensity, color and style are consistent with the theme of the building and the character of the 
district. 

• Street numbers should be displayed on or directly above the door, and business hours should 
be displayed on the inside of the door or in an adjacent window. 

• Exterior and interior window signs that move, flash or display electronic reader boards (LED) 
are prohibited. 

The motion was seconded by Tom Larson.  Approved on a 5-0 voice vote.  
 
 
The commission considered a request for certification of appropriateness for 224 Broadway Ave S, for 
approval of their proposed new sign. 



 
Staff report prepared by Molly Patterson-Lundgren, Planner WSB & Associates, Inc. becomes part of 
these minutes by reference.  
 
Public Hearing for 224 Broadway Ave S opened at 11:47 am 
 
Molly Patterson-Lundgren explained the situation to the HPC 
 
Tic-Toc Digital originally applied for the sign permit on behalf of property owner Suzanne Crane.   
The sign application was then added to HPC agenda and advertised as a public hearing.  In a phone 
conversation with Tic Toc Digital they advised that Crane had picked up the sign and hung the sign 
herself before HPC approval.    The Inspection Department will send Ms. Crane a notice to advise her she 
will need to purchase a sign permit and the sign will be required to be inspected.   
 
 Staff is recommending approval as the sign meets the definition of wall sign from the sign ordinance 
which is allowed in this zoning districts.  
 
Public Hearing for 224 Broadway Ave S closed at 12:14 am 
 
Tom Larson made a motion to approve a certificate of appropriateness for the sign at 224 
Broadway, “Arts Initiative”, as: 

1. Based on the locally adopted guidelines, the sign does not adversely affect the historic 
nature of the site or downtown historic district, and  

2. The sign meets the definition of a wall sign from the sign ordinance which is allowed in 
this zoning district and meets the standards thereof,  

3. The sign meets the definition of a storefront sign from the local adopted design 
guidelines and meets the standards thereof, and  

4. The Secretary of Interior Standards do not address new signage  
 
Larry Fisher seconded the motion.  Approved on a  4-0 voice vote.  
 
NEW BUSINESS: No discussion 

OLD BUSINESS: No discussion 
 
 
COMMISSIONER COMMUNICATIONS: 

Tami Staker advised the Community Growth Initiative group will be meeting on Saturday,  November 14, 
2015 from 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. at Wedgewood Cove.   * Correction on date from last meeting minutes 
from October 7, 2015. 

*(Tami Staker exited meeting at 11:55 am) 
 
STAFF COMMUNICATIONS/ITEMS OF DISCUSSION: No discussion 



Larry Fisher exited the meeting, there was no quorum after 12:15 pm.  The meeting adjourned at 12:15 
pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
______________________________ 
Molly Patterson-Lundgren, City Planner 
 
Approved: 
 
______________________________ 
Heritage Preservation Vice- Chair 
Brad Kirchner 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

Infrastructure  Engineering  Planning  Construction 23 2ndStreet South 
 Suite 200 
 Rochester, MN 55902 
 Tel: 507-218-3745 
 Fax: 507-289-3919 

Memorandum 
 
To: Heritage Preservation Commission 
  Chad Adams, City Manager 
 
From:  Molly Patterson-Lundgren, Planner 
  WSB & Associates, Inc. 
 
Date:  December 8th, 2015 

Re: Request for certification of appropriateness for 137 North Broadway 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Background & Proposal 
Allan Halvorsen is requesting a certificate of appropriateness for work at the building he owns at 
137 North Broadway, the location of the business Goldman Sturtz & Halverson.  The work 
consists of the removal of a wood framed and shingled storefront awning, painting the window 
frames and stucco infill on the lower windows and potentially protection of the existing leaded 
glass transom.   
 
After discussion with the city building inspector, Mr. Halvorsen had the awning removed.  Upon 
removal, the historic storefront transom window comprised of prismatic glass tiles was revealed.  
The window appears to be in excellent condition and Mr. Halvorsen is now considering the best 
options to preserve this historic architectural feature.  He is considering additional storefront 
rehabilitation in the future as well which will coordinate with this newly uncovered window.  
 
Analysis 
In review of this application, the commission shall be guided by the secretary of the interior's 
standards for rehabilitation, as well as the locally adopted Architectural Guidelines adopted by 
the commission for the historic district (the guidelines). In all cases, the commission shall give 
consideration to the amount and quality of original material and design remaining in the building 
when applying criteria. Consideration shall also be given to clear cases of economic hardship or 
to deprivation of reasonable use of the owner's property. 
 
Pages 9-11 of the Historic District Guidelines provide standards for the features proposed on the 
storefront.  The removal of the wood & shingle awning as indicated in the guidelines, this 
property retained the transom windows which were covered from the exterior by the awning and 
they continue to hidden from the interior by a drop ceiling. The guidelines recommend, “They 
should be retained whenever possible.” 
 
Initially, Mr. Halvorsen indicated to staff that he was looking into the option of covering the 
window with a clear protective glass or hard plastic.  Staff recommended and assisted in initial 
research to determine best practices for preservation of this type of window.  Findings include 
information contained with Preservation Brief 33, on stained and leaded glass, Preservation Tech 

 



 
 

 

Notes on historic prismatic glass transom windows, and advice received from the state historic 
architect.   

Natascha Wiener, the state historic architect indicated, “that is a wonderful field of prism glass - 
so often they are painted or bunches broken.  If it is in overall in good condition than I would 
agree - no exterior storm. They are designed to be in the weather, and I'm sure these must have 
been out in the weather for a good 50 years and did fine.  I do notice there is at least one broken 
glass and there may be other gaps in the came - I'm sure the owner will want to fix that to a 
weather tight condition.  I would definitely recommend a contractor who has good experience 
with architectural stained glass.  For the bowing - they may want to add some stiffeners or 
additional support.  If the owner really wants to improve energy performance, an interior storm 
would probably be best, but a close study of the situation would be important, as condensation 
could be a real problem.”   

Further, Natacha provided the Tech Notes which is a publication of the Department of Interior.  
The document provides an extensive explanation on the design, history and use of prismatic 
glass tiles with a case study from St. Paul Minnesota.  The Preservation Briefs is another series 
of publications provided by the Department of Interior on historic preservation topics.  
Preservation Brief 33 explains the history and methods of creation of leaded and stained glass 
windows.  There is some duplication in these publications and much information which does not 
pertain to the Halvorsen project.  Staff will provide copies of these resources to HPC digitally, so 
that those who choose to do so, may gain a deeper understanding of the issues and construction 
methods.    

Staff Recommendation: 
Staff recommends approval of the awning removal and storefront painting.  While, strictly 
speaking, such requests and approvals should occur prior to any activity taking place on the 
property, this one would be an approval after the fact.  In this case, it is staff’s opinion that very 
little actual physical modifications were made to the structure and they made to what was a 
feature of the building which was not historically contributing, but instead a feature that the 
design guidelines clearly indicate should be removed to uncover the glass transom underneath.   
Following is a motion which includes some drafted conditions for the HPC to consider.   
 
Requested Motion: 
Whereas the work performed on the building meets local adopted design guidelines and 
Secretary of Interior Standards and does not adversely affect the historic nature of the site or 
downtown historic district, but rather uncovers an important historic feature of the building, 
therefore this motion to approve a certificate of appropriateness for the removal of the wood 
shingled storefront awning at 137 North Broadway, Goldman, Sturtz, Halvorsen Law Office 
as detailed in the application dated 11-30-15.   
 
Further, the commission recommends additional research into the potential methods of 
protection, stabilization, and/or restoration efforts of the leaded glass transom window, with a 
requirement that any proposed modification to the window to provide it’s protection (including 
the application of an external “storm window”) be brought back for commission approval.  
The commission highly recommends any work needed for stabilization or repair be conducted 
only by a contractor experienced in this type work, however such activity is not within the 
scope of HPC review or approval as long as is has no effect on the exterior appearance of the 
building.   



 
 

 
 

Infrastructure  Engineering  Planning  Construction 23 2ndStreet South 
 Suite 200 
 Rochester, MN 55902 
 Tel: 507-218-3745 
 Fax: 507-289-3919 

Memorandum 
 
To: Heritage Preservation Commission 
  Chad Adams, City Manager 
 
From:  Molly Patterson-Lundgren, Planner 
  WSB & Associates, Inc. 
 
Date:  January 6th 2016 

Re: Request for certification of appropriateness for 201&205 South Washington 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Background & Proposal 
Craig Hoium and Rick Mummert are requesting a certificate of appropriateness for work they 
propose on the building where Holtan Realty is located at corner of Washington Avenue & 
Williams Street.  The applicants propose to modify the front entry, enclosing the doorway with a 
glass and aluminum door & window panel.      
 
According to the National Register district nomination form, the building was constructed in 
1948.  This is later than many other structures in the district and the building reflects the era of 
construction with simplified “clean” lines and the lighter buff colored brick.  The nomination 
material further indicates that the large window openings were enclosed with the board and 
batten (currently painted a rust color) in the 1970’s.      
 

 
 
Analysis 
Pages 9-11 of the Historic District Guidelines provide standards for storefront modifications.  
Regarding façade openings, the guidelines indicate that infill panels shall not be used when 
providing new windows for existing masonry opening.  Secretary of Interior Stands for 
Rehabilitation allow for such alterations when they will not destroy historic materials, features, 
and spatial relationships that characterize the property.  With this proposal, no historic materials 

 



 
 

 

will be affected.  The new glass and aluminum insert will maintain the visual opening of 
entryway.  Unlike the board & batten inserts added to the window openings decades ago, the 
glass maintains the facades rhythmic pattern of wall to openings.  In fact, large plate glass with 
thin aluminum framing is rather typical of this type and area of building and very likely was 
employed in both this door and the currently infilled window openings.  
 
Staff Recommendation: 
Staff recommends approval of the proposed glass and metal insert to enclose the existing door 
entryway facing Washing Ave South. The only suggestion is to consider utilizing a lighter color 
of aluminum as the use of silver anodized aluminum was typical during the era of this building 
construction.  Following is a motion drafted for the HPC to consider.   
 
Requested Motion: 
Whereas the work performed on the building meets local adopted design guidelines and 
Secretary of Interior Standards and does not adversely affect the historic nature of the site or 
downtown historic district, therefore this motion to approve a certificate of appropriateness for 
glass and aluminum insert at 201/205 South Washington Avenue as detailed in the application 
dated 12-17-15.  



































 
 

 
 

Infrastructure  Engineering  Planning  Construction 23 2ndStreet South 
 Suite 200 
 Rochester, MN 55902 
 Tel: 507-218-3745 
 Fax: 507-289-3919 

Memorandum 
 
To: Heritage Preservation Commission 
  Chad Adams, City Manager 
 
From:  Molly Patterson-Lundgren, Planner 
  WSB & Associates, Inc. 
 
Date:  December 31, 2015 

Re: Request for certification of appropriateness for 100 North Broadway,  

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Background 
Arends Properties L.L.C. is requesting a certificate of appropriateness for work they propose to 
do at 100 North Broadway, until recently the location of Alliant Energy.  The proposed project 
will remove the infill on the first floor windows reestablishing an appearance which will be close 
to the shown in this c. 1915 photo when it was the location of the J.C. Penny Department Store.   

   
 
For the first floor, the existing infill will be removed and be replaced with thermal windows with 
aluminum framing.  From grade to 38" will be opaque metal panel.  The next 8' above the 
sidewalk will be clear vision glass.  Above that is a 1' solid band (taking cues from the original 
storefront design), and above that a 4' transom.  The transom will be face 3 or face 4 frosted, 
with a grille between the glass to allude to the original faceted glass tile transom.   
 
The entry bay will remain in the center of the Broadway facade.  The new door will be wider 
than the current door (44" vs. 36") and will be set in the same plane. 

 



 
 

 

 
Changes proposed for the second floor include: All existing infill windows/spandrels will be 
removed.  The new windows will be thermally broken operable aluminum sash windows.  Both 
upper and lower panes will be clear vision glass.  The lower pane will be single-panel, the upper 
pane will have a grill between the glass simulating a triple-pane window, again taking cues from 
the original condition. The applicants indicates that, based on the information they have, the 
historic glass was slightly tinted and thus they propose to install new tinted glass as a nod to the 
historic condition, and to provide solar and thermal benefit to the new owner.  In addition, it is 
proposed that they will clean and repair all existing stonewear.   
 
Analysis 
The proposed removal of the window infill will provide a façade that more closely appears like 
the historic view of the building and meets the local Historic District Guidelines.  Further, this 
action will meet Secretary of Interior Standards for Rehabilitation, reestablishing the pattern of 
façade wall to opening.  This building’s façade has strong classical revival design elements 
which include the corner quoins, 2-story pilasters and carved scrolls and medallions.  It is 
imperative that these are preserved and so a gentle cleaning process is highly recommended, with 
no use of sand blasting or high pressure washing.   
 

 
 
The proposed pattern of both veridical and horizontal lines provided by the windows and framing 
will help to keep the classic revival style, something important in meeting the intention of the 
Secretary of Interior Standards, even though new materials are proposed.  This meets the 
standards as long as no historic materials still present on the building will be effected by the 
proposed modifications or cleaning/repair process.     
 



 
 

 

Staff Recommendation: 
Staff recommends approval of the façade modifications including the proposed removal of 
window infill and replacement with new windows and aluminum framing on the first floor and 
replacement windows on the second floor as shown in the designs submitted on December 14th 
2015.  Staff recommends further discussions on the methods for cleaning the architectural details 
of the building as these stone carved features play a large role in this building contributing to the 
historic district.   
 
Requested Motion: 
To approve a certificate of appropriateness for the façade rehabilitation at 100 North 
Broadway including first floor storefront door, windows and framing and the upper story 
window replacement as the work to be performed meets local adopted design guidelines and 
Secretary of Interior Standards.  Cleaning and repair of the stone façade details is further 
approved as long as it does not adversely affect the historic nature of the site or downtown 
historic district. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

























Certified Local Government Program 
Annual Report 
October 2014 – September 2015 
City of Albert Lea 
 
Survey 

 The Historic Intensive-Level Historical-Architectural Survey for the Albert Lea 
Commercial Historic District (Heritage District) was completed in 2003. 

 No changes have been made to the survey. 
 
Certified Local Government 

 The Certified Local Government Agreement was approved on February 16, 2005. 
 The CLG is administered through the City of Albert Lea Division of Community 

Development.  The local CLG is the Heritage Preservation Commission. 
 
Heritage Preservation Commission (HPC) 

 The Heritage Preservation Commission was established August 23, 2004. 
 The current membership roster includes: 

Name    Address   Term Expires 
o Rick Buringa                615 Trollwood Dr.  12/31/15 
o Tami Staker   1402 Circle Dr.   12/31/17  
o Brad Kirchner   417 Vine Ave   12/31/17  
o Larry Fisher   202 S. Broadway Ave.  12/31/16 
o Robert Hoffman  709 W. Fountain St  12/31/15 
o Tom Larson   1422 Circle Dr.   12/31/16 
o Lester Anderson  2121 Harmony Avenue 12/31/17 
o Larry Baker, Ex Official 1315 Lakeview Blvd.  City Council 
o Doug Johnson, Staff  221 E. Clark St. 
o Molly Patterson-Lundgren, 221 E. Clark St 

Staff  
o Jennifer Nelson, Staff  221 E. Clark St. 

 Chair is Robert Hoffman 
 Vice Chair Brad Kirchner 
 The Building Official/Planning, Doug Johnson, is advisory 
 City Planner (WSB), Molly Patterson-Lundgren,  is advisory 
 Jennifer Nelson Inspection/Planning, serves as the secretary 
 A City Councilor, Larry Baker, is Ex-Official 

 
HPC highlights during the reporting period (October 2014 – September 2015) 

 The City has a grant fund for façade improvements in the Heritage District.  Two projects 
were completed during the year for the Small projects matching grants. A matching 
grant of up to $2,500 may be permitted for projects such as window replacement, 



movable awnings, signs and other non-structural façade improvements without the 
requirement for an easement agreement.    

 The City continues to lease a portion of the Jacobson building to The Interchange Wine 
and Coffee Bistro.  The first floor of the building has been restored by the City to historic 
standards. The Freeborn Bank Building was also leased this year to the West-End 
Architectural Salvage for a few week-ends as a pop-up store.  

 The HPC reviewed and approved several certificates of appropriateness for building 
modifications and new signage.  (Information on these is provided under “meetings & 
Actions” below). 

 The City of Albert Lea hosted the Historic Preservation Fair on May 20, 2015, the Albert Lea HPC 
was involved with planning along with an advisory committee.  Personal invitations were sent to 
all property owners and business owners and the event was open to the public. The Fair 
included a vendor exhibition which included 27 vendors associated with historic preservation 
such as contractors, architects, utility companies, financial, signs, custom design, recycling, 
planning services and preservation, tourism, art and history.  This event also provided tours of 
21 historic buildings within the commercial historic district and a booklet to accompany the 
tours. During the event Doug Johnson, local Building Official presented “Economic Benefits of 
Preservation” and Emily Northey, Minnesota Main Street Director, Preservation Alliance of 
Minnesota and Catherine Sandlund with the State Historical Preservation Office presented 
“Considering Main Street”.   

 The City prepared a preliminary proposal for a comprehensive small cities development program 
grant during the summer of 2015.  The target area for the program was identified as a portion of 
the historic district and the scope of the project to request funds for both commercial and rental 
housing rehabilitation.  This preliminary process included holding meetings with property 
owners to discuss the program, conducting a windshield survey to determine potential “slum & 
blight” of the area and sending letters of information and interest to all property owners within 
the defined area.  26 property owners returned survey forms indicating they were interested in 
participating in the program should the City receive funding.    

 The Preservation Alliance of Minnesota and the City of Albert Lea hosted an Instameet titled  
# InstaAlbertLea  October 17, 2015.  This event is a curated outing for statewide photographers 
and instagrammers to experience and photograph Minnesota’s unique places.  The focus of this 
instameet was to experience and photograph Historic Downtown Albert Lea. This included a 
tour of ten locations in the downtown historic district.  

Meetings & Actions 
The local ordinance requires that the HPC hold at least 4 meetings per year.  The Commission 
held the following meetings.  Design reviews or other items of topic are indicated:  

1. December 9th 2014 
The Commission discussed planning activities for the upcoming Preservation Fair and 
staff brought up the question of potentially modifying the sign ordinance for 
dynamic signs in the historic district.    

2. March 10, 2015 
A joint meeting with the Planning Commission was held to discuss options on 
dynamic signs in the downtown area  



3.  April 15, 2015- Special Meeting 
o Essence of Yoga Sign, 136 South Broadway was reviewed and approved 
o Joint meeting with the Planning Commission.  The recommendation of the HPC 

was to make no changes to the ordinance, minimum of 24 hour change on 
message for dynamic signs.  

4. June 16th, 2015 
Ongoing business regarding enforcement for the removal of abandoned signs, status 
of the Freeborn Bank Building project, considering Main Street and upcoming fall 
state conference were discussed.  No certificates of appropriateness were reviewed.  
Building Official, Doug Johnson presented the “Economic Benefits of Historic 
Preservation”.  

5. September 8, 2015 
The commission discussed a potential future wayfinding sign project and grants with 
which to do this.   
o Edward Jones Sign - 127 South Broadway was reviewed and approved with 

conditions.  
o Metal roof replacement – 224 South Broadway/Cornerstone Building was 

reviewed and approved.  
 
Local Designations 

 The Commission has not had any requests for local designations nor has it initiated any 
local designations.  The National Register Commercial Historic District includes the bulk 
of the downtown central business district and all properties that were deemed eligible 
for designation under the survey. 

 
Heritage Preservation Conference & Training 

 November 12, 2014 Jennifer Nelson attended House of Style: Understanding Historic 
Learned about qualities that define historic houses and gained insights on common 
layouts, features , materials and finishes of houses built from the 1880s to the 1960s. 
Taught by historic preservation expert Erin Hanafin Berg of the Preservation Alliance of 
Minnesota.  

  September 17-18, 2015 Preserve Minnesota The 35th Annual Statewide Historic 
Preservation Conference held in Little Falls, Minnesota was attended by Lester Anderson 
(Heritage Preservation Commission Board Member), Jerry Gabrielatos (Assistant City 
Manager), Jennifer Nelson (Office Assistant, Fire, Inspection and Planning and Zoning 
Office) 

 October 23, 2015 Jennifer Nelson attended Understanding Historic Tax Credits held at 
the Merchants Bank, Winona, MN  8:00am – 3:30pm 

 
 



Public Information 
 The office of the Heritage Preservation Commission is in the Building Official/Planning 

office located in City Hall.  All records and information is available for review and staff is 
knowledgeable to discuss proposed development options and opportunities. 

 
Submitted January 6th, 2016 by: 
City of Albert Lea Heritage Preservation Commission  
 
 
 
 
 
 


